
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



176 MASSACHUSETTS HISTOEICAL SOCIETY. [Feb. 



FEBRUARY MEETING. 

THE stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 9th instant, 
at three o'clock, p.m.; the first Vice-President, Mr. 
Rhodes, in the absence of the President, in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read and approved; and 
the Librarian reported the list of donors to the Library since 
the last meeting. 
The Cabinet-Keeper reported the following gifts: 

Miniature of Charles Sumner (artist unknown), with a lock of 
hair in the back, from Miss Alba Davis; photograviure of William 
H. Forbes, from Dr. Green; plaster medallion of Lincoln, by the 
Boston Sculpture Company, issued in connection with "The Birth 
of a Nation"; also a store card of Ward's Tip-Top Bread, from 
H. A. Gray; Boston Zionist Conventions badge, from J. De Haas; 
souvenir of the New York Lucky Penny, and Waltham Trust 
Company's token, from J. H. Storer; eight badges of the Benevo- 
lent Protective Order of Elks, from Charles A. Kelley; medal 
of the S. K. Club, Cambridge, from Robert Baldwin; half-tone 
portraits of Major Thomas Savage, of Boston, and of several of his 
descendants, from Lawrence Park; and a photograph of the younger 
Buckingham, taken by Whipple, of Boston, from Miss Sarah B. 
Hager; an engraving of George Thompson by C. Turner, after a 
painting by (iecMrge Evans, framed; a painting of the ship Abolition 
and the wreck Colonization, by Clement Drew, 1839; engraving of 
a "Scene on the Coast of Africa" in the slave trade, by C. E. Wag- 
staff after a painting by A. F. Beard, published May 10, 1844; 
photograph of Charles Stunner by F. W. Black & Co., April i, 1874; 
plaster medallion of Maria Weston Chapman, by Ch. Le Boury, 
1855 ; and a bust of William Lloyd Garrison, by S. V. Clevenger, 
1841, deposited by Francis J. Garrison, and other representatives 
of William Lloyd Garrison. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported the receipt of a letter 
from Ferris Greenslet accepting his election as a Resident 
Member of the Society. 

The Editor reported the gift from Charles E. Goodspeed, of 
the original certificate of copyright, issued August i, 1825, to 
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James Savage, covering the first edition of Winthrop's History 
of New England from 1630 to 1649. 

Also the deposit by the surviving children and representa- 
tives of William Lloyd Garrison (1805-79) of a number of 
files of antislavery and abolition journals, being practically a 
complete record of the journalistic career of the elder Garrison, 
as follows:* 

Essex Courant, published by Isaac Elnapp, Newburyport, Mass., 
June 9, 1825, to March 16, 1826, 41 nos., bound with 

The Free- Press, published by W. L. Garrison, Newbinyport, 
March 22, 1826, to September 14, 1826, 26 nos., with twelve 
additional nos. (27-38), published by John H. Harris. 

This volume is the only complete file of The Free Press known 
to me, and is of special interest and value for its being the mediiun 
of publication of the early poems of John G. Whittier. See num- 
ber for June 8, in which the first poem appeared. His second poem, 
"The Duty," appeared two weeks later, and every subsequent 
issue while W. L. G. pubUshed it contained a poem by W. All told 
there are fourteen of them, for the poem on "The Emerald Isle" in 
No. 24 is undoubtedly his, his initial being accidentally omitted. 

The Journal of the Times, edited by W. L. Garrison at Bennington, 
Vermont, October 3, 1828-March 27, 1829, 25 nos., bound with 

American Manufacturer, edited by J. G. Whittier, Nos. 13-45, 
December 25, 1828-August 6, 1829. Printed at Boston. 
(J. G. W. began with No. 14, January i.) 

The Genius of Universal Emancipation (Vol. iv. New Series) 
published by Benjamin Lundy and William Lloyd Garrison, 
Baltimore, Md., Sept. 2, 1829-March 5, 1830. 26 nos. 

National Philanthropist, Vol. ni. No. 6, Jime 6, 1828, edited by 
W. L. Garrison. Printed at Boston. (A bound file of the 
Philanthropist is in the Boston Athenaeimi.) 

The Liberator, 35 vols., 1831-1865. Edited and pubUshed by 
W. L. Garrison, Boston. A complete and perfect file. See Mob 
placard in front of voliune for 1835. 

The Non-Resistant, edited by Edmund Quincy, Maria W. Chap- 
man, and Wm. Lloyd Garrison, and published by the N. E. 
Non-Resistance Society, Boston. January, 1839-Jime, 1842. 
24 nos. a year, semi-monthly. 83 nos. 

Declaration of the National Anti-Slavery Convention held in Phila- 
delphia on the 4th, 5th, 6th, of December, 1833. Lithograph, with 

' This description was prepared by Mr. Francis J. Garrison, to accompany the 
deposit. 
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fac-simile signatures. Framed in the wood of Pennsylvania 
Hall, Philadelphia, destroyed by mob in May, 1838. This 
copy belonged to John G. Whittier and himg in his house at 
Amesbury for fifty years. After his death it was presented by 
his niece, Mrs. Pickard, to F. J. Garrison. (The table on which 
the Declaration was signed is in F. J. G.'s possession, and the 
inkstand used is in the Boston PubUc Library.) 

Professor Emerton read a paper describing his early impres- 
sions of Germany based on a three years' residence at German 
universities as a young man. 

Dr. Warren read a "Chapter in the History of Harvard 
Medical School," being the story of the campaign in 1901 and 
the following years to obtain funds for the erection of the group 
of buildings now occupied by the school. 

The Editor presented for publication the following 

Letters to John Brazer Davis, 1819-1831. 

He was the eldest son of Ezra and Mary (Brazer) Davis, and 
was born October 16, 1798. •He fitted for college at Exeter 
Academy, took his degree at Harvard in 181 5, standing second 
in his class. John G. Palfrey and Jared Sparks were in the 
same class. He taught a select school on Chestnut Street, 
Salem, was a tutor in Harvard College, 1819-1820; studied 
law and was admitted an attorney at Boston, April, 1821; for 
five years was a representative from Boston in the legislature; 
and aid to Governor Levi Lincoln. For two years he was editor 
of the Boston Chronicle and Patriot, and after his retirement 
devoted himself to law. In 1826 he married Laura M. Gay, 
daughter of Rufus Gay, of Gardiner, Maine, and grand- 
daughter of General Henry Dearborn. He died December 17, 
1832. The Boston Atlas said at the time of his death: "Mr. 
Davis was in good health but a few days ago, and addressed his 
fellow-citizens in Faneuil Hall on the evening preceding our 
annual State election. He was a yoimg man of acknowledged 
talent and promise, and acted a conspicuous part in bringing 
about the union of parties upon which our State politics have 
for the last few years rested. Having lately relinquished his 
connection with politics, he had devoted his attention mainly 
to the legal profession, in which he bade fair to rise to dis- 
tinction." 
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Except where otherwise stated, these letters were presented 
to the Society by his niece, Susan Conrad. 

From John Pickering.* 

Salem, Dec'r 4, 1819. 

Dear Sir, — I received your letter with the Gr[eek] Dialogue. I 
have not read it yet; the chirography is such that I cannot read it 
with any comfort, especially as it is stripped of all accents, etc. I 
have set Mary to copying it, in CicUtira's manner, by way of exer- 
cise for her and to make it more legible. I cannot help again ex- 
pressing a wish, that the students might be taught to write a proper 
Greek hand, instead of painting the letters just as the Chinese do 
English letters. I hope you will introduce it while you remain at 
Cambridge.* I am with much regard yours, 

Jno. Pickering. 

(Endorsed,] Mr. Jno. B. Davis, Harvard University. By J. C. 
Lee.» 

From Lynde Walter, etc. 

Boston, Feb'y 5, 1821. 

Sir, — We have the honor to tender to you the sincere thanks 
of the friends of a Bankrupt System, for the very able and valuable 
Pamphlet addressed to the Senate and Representatives in Congress 
assembled,^ and to assiure you the Society do most highly value your 
exertions in their cause. We take leave at same time to tender you 
our warmest wishes for your personal welfare. 

Lynde Walter' 
H. W. Rogers. 
John MacEIay. 
Committee. 

' John Pickering (1777-1846), lawyer, of Salem. He devoted much attention 
to languages, and in 1806 declined an appointment to the Hancock professorship 
of Hebrew and other oriental languages in Harvard College. His biography was 
written by his daughter, Mary Ome Pickering — the "Mary" of this letter. 

' Davis was a tutor in the College, 1819-20. 

' John Clarke Lee (1804-77), at this time in his first year in the College, 
graduating in 1823. He studied law in the office of John Pickering, was of the 
commercial firm of Merrick and Lee from 1826 to 1830, and in 1848, with George 
Higginson established the banking house of Lee, Higginson and Co. The Picker- 
ing Genealogy, 499. 

* A Letter to the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States upon 
the Expediency of an Uniform System of Bankruptcy, Boston, 1821. 

* (i767-r844), a merchant of Boston and son of Rev. William Walter (1737- 
1800) and Lydia, daughter of Benjamin Lynde. 
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From George Eustis.* 

New Orleans, Nov. 23, 1821. 

My dear Sir, — I received your letter by Mr. Sherman and re- 
turn you my thanks for it, and hope that you will never let any of 
your friends come this way without my knowing them. I cannot 
but feel a warm interest in all otur countrymen who migrate to this 
country and shall always deem myself fortunate, if I can, in any 
maimer, aid them in their xmdertaking. For, my dear Sir, a man's 
changing his coimtry — and oftentimes with it, his friends, his 
associations, his habits — is a circumstance of no ordinary moment 
in the history of his life. Matrimony and migration are two grand 
crises, which either better a man's situation and happiness, or de- 
stroy him: there is no medium in their effect. 

Mr. Sherman left the city some days ago for Red River, (the 
principal settlement on which is Alexandria) * with the intention of 
establishing himself there, with the expectation of being able to 
study the law, while he should defray his expenses by teaching a 
school. I thought that the best place for him was the city — know- 
ing that the rough, (savage, if you will,) habits of the country set- 
tlements, would not accord with his feelings, and therefore ad- 
vised him to apply for a vacancy in the Orleans College,' (a poor 
affair, to be sure, but with a salary of $1200), thinking that he could 
at the same time pursue his studies of law with more advantage. 
He accordingly made the application and will, if he succeeds in it, 
of which I have no doubt, return to the dty. 

I receive the Boston Patriot ' regularly and never read its editorial 
remarks without pleasure, because they are fvill of liberality and 
Americanism, always in good taste and well conceived. I however 
differ with my friend on the subject of the conduct of Jackson. He 
is a man of such influence, of such fame, that he belongs only to his 
coxmtry, its character is in some degree identified with his, and, I 
confess, I can only look upyon the transactions of the General towards 
Colo. Callava,* with regret. I cannot but regret the passion, the 
violence, the want of reflection and dignity there exhibited. Gen- 

' (1796-1858). Soon after graduating (H. C. 1815) he went abroad as private 
secretary to his uncle, William Eustis, then United States minister at The Hague. 
He settled in New Orleans, La., in 1821, held many public offices and was Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of Louisiana. He married, in 1825, Clarissa Allain. 
N. E. Hist. Gen. Reg., xxxn. 217. 

* Alexandria, the capital of Rapides Parish, La., where the University of 
Louisiana was imtil 1869. Ephraim Sherman (1801-1822) graduated at Harvard 
College, 1819, and died at Natchitoches, La. 

' See Brigham's "Bibliography of American Newspapers" in Am. Ant. Soc. 
Proceedings, xxv. 268. 

* Bassett, Life of Andrew Jackson, 1. 298. 
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eral Jackson has rendered such important services to this country — 
to Louisiana, which, by his energy and talents alone, was saved — 
his fame is identified with ours, and I felt humiliated when I heard, 
from eye-witnesses, a story of the affair of Callava. The General is 
brave almost beyond example, an admirable judge of the force of 
circumstances, has every quaUty which can inspire confidence, many 
that inspire admiration; but he is too passionate, too self-willed 
ever to be entrusted with a power over the liberties of his fellow 
citizens, except when a sacrifice of that liberty may be necessary to 
the safety of the State. 

The morning after I parted with you at our social meeting at 
Concert hall, I set out upon my joximey, and continued it by land 
until I arrived in this goodly city — where I arrived in thirty-four 
days from Washington City, having rode seven hundred mUes on 
horse-back. Part of the route was through the Choctaw nation, 
and I had some little amusement on my journey in observing the 
manners of the Indians, and a great deal of annoyance from the 
bad fare and worse grace, with which these children of nature en- 
tertained me. On my arrival I found all our courts open and busi- 
ness commencing with more than ordinary vigor. The absence of 
the yellow fever has given an extraordinary impulse to every thing. 
Strangers are flocking to the city. Mr. Pepin the equestrian and 
no less than three companies of comedians propiose to endeavor to 
minister to oxu- pleasure this winter, so that there is every prospect 
of passing a merry one. The French are getting up a grand funeral 
service in memory of Napoleon, for which there is a large siun of 
money subscribed, and it cannot fail to be — superb. 

I wish you, my dear Sir, to remember me to my good friends Mr. 
and Mrs. Waters and Mr, and Mrs. Gibbes and Miss Boit. Very 
sincerely your friend, 

G. EusTis. 

From Daniel Parker.* 

Washington, Nov^r 2sth, i8ai. 

Dear Sir, — I have received your letter of the 12th instant. It 
would afford me pleasure to render any service to the republican 
party in Massachusetts, and I should be particularly happy to pro- 
mote your personal views. It is however doubtful how far I could 
do so, even if I could find time to write as frequently as the cor- 
respondent of an editor should from this city. 

The signs of the times are so variant that they cannot be trusted. 

1 (1872-46), at this time paymaster-general, from which office he was su- 
perseded in 1822. Adams, Memoirs, v. 527; vi. 3, 6. 
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Oirr city editors with all their vigilance are often deceived and some- 
times make awkward apologies. Mr. Jefferson, to whom you refer 
very justly as the champion of policy for a government and country 
like ours, as far as I can imderstand his measures, always kept in 
the rear of public opinion, although he seemed to direct the storm. 
He was only quicker than others in discovering its course and shaped 
his measures accordingly. I think this tact will accoxmt for the 
elevation of most politicians. The advantage of our public men is, 
not that they have the most talents, or the best education, for 
when you come in contact with them they fall to about your own 
level. I say fall, for we modest men of the east are too much in 
the habit of looking up to office men. I have been so long from 
Massachusetts that I hardly know what suits the taste of the 
Yankees. 

Please to consider me a subscriber for the Chronicle and Patriot 
and have it directed to me. I have so seldom read a Boston paper 
of late, that I do not know how you manage your political affairs. 
If I should find that I can contribute any facts, or hints, worth your 
consideration I will do so; always with this proviso, that you are 
not to expect any thing in form. I should have observed, in con- 
nection, that the same tact that made Mr. Jefferson so successful a 
statesman is the great requisite for an editor. My letters if they 
ever serve you at all will only do so as a vane to show how the wind 
blows. My brother is acquainted with Mr. Bailey ^ a clerk in the 
Department of State who I think has some leisure and would be a 
useful correspondent. I have given my brother this hint. I was 
formerly acquainted with your father and his family as well as with 
Mr. Brazer. Do me the favor to present them my respects and 
believe me Very respectfully your friend and mo. ob. Servt., 

D. Parker. 

From Joseph Story. 

Salem, Dec'r ii, 1821. 

Dear Sm, — I had the pleasure of receiving your Pamphlet on 
the subject of a Bankrupt Law last evening. I have perused it with 
great satisfaction and think it does honour to your talents and judg- 
ment and feelings. The sentiments are such as I cordially concur 
in, having been for many years an unequivocal advocate for a 
Bankrupt System from the best judgment, which I could form from 

' John Bailey (d. 1833), tutor in Brown University (1808-14), member of 
the Massachusetts House of Representatives (1813-16), derk in the United 
States Department of State (1817-23) and a member of Congress (1824-31). 
Hun toon, History of Canton, 521. 
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my own experience and that of other persons. The arguments 
against it form a' strange medley of the most opposite views, and 
seem to me founded sometimes in mistake, sometimes in ignorance, 
and not imfrequently in a cold and speculating selfishness. The 
time is arrived when the experiment ought to be fairly tried, for it 
has not had a fair trial in our country. If the system could be in 
operation seven years I am persuaded some of the opposers would 
become friends, and some of the doubters would become admirers. 
I wish you as much success as you could desire in this appeal to the 
sober understanding of our coxmtrymen; and beg you to believe me 
with my best thanks for your acceptable present, and with great 
respect and esteem Your obliged friend, 

Joseph Story. 

From Daniel Parker. 

WAsmNGTON, May nth, 1822. 

Dear Sir, — I write you now with a pretty certain prospect that 
I shall have the pleasure of seeing you in the course of the siunmer. 
The recent differences of opinion between the President and the 
Senate relative to the reduction of the army must be familiar to 
you. The exceptions taken by the Senate I had expected and stated 
them before the reduction was made a year since. No exception 
however was taken in my case, and the Senate had no personal ob- 
jections to me. On the other hand they complimented me, indi- 
vidually, but the result leaves me a citizen. This happens too at a 
time when there are no vacant places which I wish to fill. The 
National Intelligencer of yesterday mentioned the appointment of 
Colonel Towson ^ negatively to my prejudice. I met Mr. Gales and 
called his attention to it and he has this morning, as you will see by 
the enclosed, made very honorable amends. 

You will naturally suppose I should like to have you give it a 
place in the Patriot, as I do not wish to be obliged to tell my friends 
in Massachusetts myself that I have only got permission to visit 
my native State after an absence of more than eleven years in the 
public service by being out of office. I confess I should like to fix 
myself in Massachusetts if I could live, but that is hardly possible 
I fear. I have not sufficient means. I could not probably expect 
political favor to be made a member of Congress immediately, and 
the present disposition for retrenchment will induce them to reduce 
their own pay so that none but rich men can serve in that capacity; 

' Nathan Towson (1784-1854), appointed paymaster-general in succession to 
Parker. 
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besides although Mr. Fuller ' says he means to decline, I suspect my 
brother at Charlestown is more popular in my native district than 
I could be before the next election, even if he had no political ambi- 
tion himself, and by his letters to me he seems very modest in that 
way. Yours truly, 

D. Parker. 

P.S. I have not the paper of this morning. The article referred 
to I see is copied into the Washington Gazette of this evening. I 
presume you must have them on your files. 

From Levi Lincoln.* 

WORCESTEK, Nov. 22, 1823. 

Dear Sir, — I received with great pleasure your interesting 
Letter of the 17th inst. and should have permitted in myself no 
delay in its acknowledgment, but from a great variety of engage- 
ments professional and social which have occupied every moment 
of the intervening time. The subject you mention has heretofore 
pressed upon my nmid as deserving the most serious reflection of 
every friend to a Republican Administration of the Government of 
the Commonwealth. It is due to the sentiments of a large majority 
of the people, that they should have at least a participation of the 
influence of office in all the Departments of Government, and next 
to the importance of an impartial and independent administration 
of Justice, is a conviction in the public mind, that it is so enjoyed. 
I cannot be persuaded, that the present opportimity to create con- 
fidence and a. feeling of security in the character of the Judiciary will 
be neglected — full well I know, that the present members of the 
Bench look to an appointment from the ranks of their political op- 
ponents, and prpfess at least a satisfaction in the expectation, in 
preference to a diminution of the number of Judges. The expense of 
salaries is not a subject of general complaint, so far as my acquaint- 
ance and observation extend. The people have too clear percep- 
tions of their own interests to barter the security of their personal 
rights, for the pecuniary consideration of the price at which only 
they can be peaceably maintained, and I have not the least hesi- 
tancy in declaring my entire conviction, that if the vacancy had 
been filled, previous to the reference of the subject to a Committee 
of the Legislature, not a question would have been made as to the 
propriety of the measure. It has been proper and respectful, since 

» Timothy Fuller (1778-1835). 
» Levi Lincoln (1782-1868). 
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that time, for the Executive to suspend an appointment, as other- 
wise, the Legislature would virtually be precluded from deciding the 
question which is to be agitated before them. The proposition to 
reduce the number of Judges is not new. It was a topic for much 
discussion in private circles many years since, and I believe by the 
most intelligent of oiu- profession was very decidedly disapproved. 
Among our friends, who were most dissatisfied with the Incum- 
bents of the Bench, it was contemplated to reorganize the Courts, 
and for the avowed and desirable purpose of accomplishing an op- 
portunity, which by some of them, now it is presented in the most 
acceptable manner, seems hardly to be worth improving. Per- 
haps it should not be doubted, that the duties of the Bench might be 
performed hy four Judges; but I have long been satisfied that it is 
both most imwise in itself, and unjust to the character of the Court, 
to require that excess of bodily labor which exhausts the strength, 
and disqualifies the man from that progression in knowledge and 
those attainments, especially in Juridical science, which some leisiu^e 
for study can alone accomplish. There is also more danger of error, 
and of corruption, if that is ever to be apprehended, in a few, than 
in a greater number. And besides in the event of sickness, or oc- 
casional disability in an individual, under the present and probably 
any convenient arrangement of the terms of the Court, business will 
either be improperly hurried or greatly delayed. Let it be dis- 
tinctly impressed upon the public mind, that with the Supreme 
Judiciary in the last resort, rests the security of property, of life, of 
personal and political liberty, for with the Court is the tremendous 
power of declaring even the Laws inoperative, as xmconstitutional, 
and I doubt whether any Republican would hesitate in subscribing 
to the expediency of providing for the responsibility of at least five 
men in the discharge of the duties of this high station, and of adding 
to the security for fidelity in oflice, the safeguard of political integ- 
rity, and the jealous vigilance of a diversity of political party. It 
is however a subject of much gratification that the decision of the 
important questions of a reduction of the nvunber of Judges, and of 
appointments to office, is with the wisdom and discretion of those 
who will faithfully execute the public will. 

For your very kind and partial sentiments in reference to myself 
I feel particularly obliged. While I shall ever estimate as the high- 
est honor expressions of the confidence of my Fellow Citizens, I 
hope never to obtrude personal pretensions as claims to oflice. 
Public stations are the gift of the People and should be bestowed 
upon Individuals only for the public good. I have never permitted 
myself to solicit them, nor do I practice the himiility of always de- 
clining them. I cannot however, in justice to your candor, hesitate 
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to say, that the office to which you refer must to any man regard- 
ful of professional reputation be acceptable, imless very peculiar 
independent and extraneous circumstances render it otherwise, and 
I do not profess to be an exception to the application of the general 
remark. 

Permit me in offering my congratiilations upon the recovery of 
your health, to add an expression of my high gratification in wit- 
nessing in your feelings and exertions a lively interest in measures 
for the public good. With sentiments of great regard Your Obd. 
friend and Servant, 

Levi Lincoln. 

From Joseph Story. 

Salem, Jan'y 3, 1824. 

Dear Sir, — I beg to return you my sincere thanks for your 
letter of yesterday. I have no claim upon you for such kindness, 
and it has indeed most sensibly affected me. I am conscious, that 
I have no title to the distinction, which you and other friends are 
so indulgent as to allow me. But I trust, that your praise will at 
least have this good effect, that it will stimulate me to more earnest 
endeavours to deserve it. 

After more than twenty years of public and political life I was 
not indeed prepared for the rude attack made upon me by the late 
Editor of the Patriot. I was from 1806 to 181 2 a member of the 
State Legislature dvu-ing a period of the most stormy political con- 
flicts. No young man can have any just notion of the sacrifices, 
that republicans were obliged to make during this period. Those, 
whose faith was then tried, may smile at the imputation of desert- 
ing the repubhcan principles, which they then maintained at every 
hazard. Nor, may I be permitted to say, nor were my duties dur- 
ing the War, with the preceding accumulation of the Causes arising 
from Embargo and Non-Intercourse Laws, and the War itself, 
without most momentous and arduous responsibility. I came into 
political life a republican, and I am not conscious of ever having 
deserted republican principles. I have exercised on all occasions 
an independent opinion; and if I have sometimes differed frcm my 
friends, it was an honest, open difference, which if it required can- 
dour, proffered it in rettim. 

Let me add, that I was one of the earliest subscribers to the 
Boston Patriot at its first appearance, and I have steadily supported 
it ever since. On many occasions I have silently promoted its inter- 
ests; on no occasion have I designedly injured them. There was the 
less reason for the attack on me, because from another quarter I 
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had been accused of the offence of being a friend to Mr. Adams. 
I thought it my duty, as soon as I read the attack, to discontinue 
the paper. It was the only course reconcilable with a decent self- 
respect. But I bear no resentment for it. I forgive the writer most 
cheerfully, though he meant to wound me as deeply as a man of 
sensibility could be woxmded. 

I congratulate the public on your resimiing the Editorship of the 
Patriot. I am sure, that your services will be truly valuable, and 
in the spirit of a scholar and a gentleman. Allow me to say, that 
I feel a real interest in your professional welfare also; I respect 
your talents and acquirements, and if you steadily pursue the Law 
there can be no doubt, that you will attain its highest honours. I 
shall rejoice, if I live to witness you in the foremost rank. 

I will detain you no longer than to request you to have the Patriot 
again sent to me, and to state to the Printers that I impute nothing 
to them. Believe me very sincerely and respectfully. Dear Sir, 
Your obliged friend, 

Joseph Story. 

From George Blake. 

WAsmNGTON, Feb'y 10, 1824. 

My dear Sir, — Owing to a very imexpected detention of 
nearly a fortnight, at New York, and to the intolerable state of the 
roads, at the time of my coming on from thence, I did not reach here 
before the 29th January; and by reason of some mistake at the Post 
OflSce, at which I took care to render myself, very shortly, after my 
arrival, I was deprived of the pleasure of receiving, until Thursday 
last, your very kind, and obliging letter of 15th Ulto. In the way 
however, either of amusement, or edification, in regard to political, 
or any other sort of topic, you may dep>end uf)on it, that, so far as 
depended upon me, you can have lost nothing by reason of the 
adverse circumstances before alluded to. The truth is that, after 
such a rough, and tumbling journey, as a traveller, at this season 
of the year, must, necessarily, be exposed to, in his way from the 
Atlantic to the Potowmack, it is indispensably requisite that he 
should have a few days of cahn repose on Capitol Hill, before 
he can venture to talk or even to think, consistently, upon any 
of the grave and conflicting matters, which, during a Session of 
Congress, are constantly in agitation there. 

Having, however, had leisiu"e to compose myself, from the fatigues 
of journeying, to rub the dust from my eyes, and to become, in fact, 
incorporated, in some measure, with the strange society which one 
is always sure to meet here, at this season, I begin to think I shall soon 
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feel myself enabled to think, and to talk on matters of State, and 
other matters and things in general, as freely and largely as others 
are accustomed to do, in this latitude. 

At present however, although the Supreme Court has, for a week 
or two, been in session, and had before it, several prominent and 
interesting questions, the prevailing topic, with us, as well there, as 
every where else seems to be the Presidential question. On this 
subject, it was my intention, at least for a short season, after my ar- 
rival here, to see and not be seen, to hear and not be heard; and 
the time has not yet quite come when it would have been expedient 
and proper for me to adopt a different coiurse of policy.* 

In general terms, however, I feel myself justified in saying to you, 
that the New England preference, is in my opinion, every day, 
gaining groimd in the South and the West. In the course of a few 
days, after a most rash and abortive Caucus shall have ended, I 
hope it may be in my power to give you some particulars on this 
head, of an interesting kind. 

I thank you, my Dear Sir, very cordially, for the kind solicitude 
you have manifested, in my behalf, on a certain subject. Judging, 
however from what I find, in the recent Gazettes from Boston, on 
that head, I am led to believe that nothing which a man of honor, 
or one jwssessing any feeling of pride and independence would be 
willing to accept will be left open in that quarter. 

Be this, however, as it may, and whatever or wherever may be my 
destinies or situation in life, I am, and shall ever continue to be, 
with perfect truth and sincerity, your friend and servant. In ex- 
treme htete, 

G. Blake. 

P.S. I send you, in a Pamphlet form, one of Mr. Webster's 
speeches, on the Greek question, as it has been revised and cor- 
rected. It is thought here, a good thing, and must, I think, be 
everywhere, so considered. 

From John Hills. 

Lima, nth March, 1823. 

My dear Sir, — Nothing of importance has occurred, since my 
last letter addressed to you from this City. The Congress con- 
tinue their Session in this City, and the Army have removed from 
the City, to the immediate vicinity of the Castles of Callao, the 
blockade of which is vigorously kept up. General Bolivar has his 

i See the letter of Elijah H. Mills, January 22, 1824, in i Proceedings, xcc. 
40. 
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Head Qiiarters at a Hacienda, (Country Seat,) at a little distance 
from the Army. He will probably leave here in a few days for 
Alto Peru. The blockade of Callao will be kept up, and a partial 
siege, or rather bombardment, will shortly be commenced with 
some heavy battering Cannon, which have recently been received 
from Valparaiso. 

It is rumoured here, that France has declared War against the 
Independent Republics of South America. The French have sev- 
eral Men of War on this Station, and many at Rio de Janeiro, and 
the other ports in the South Atlantic Ocean. I am assured from 
the most unquestionable authority, that, if this nunoiu: should 
prove true, and the French Men of War take an active part in the 
present contest, the English naval Commander on this Station will 
immediately interfere on the part of England. Such are his orders 
from his Government. The popular prejudice against France is 
very great. Bolivar will not have a French officer under his com- 
mand, while the North Americans and English are always hailed as 
friends. There are many American and English Officers in the 
Patriot Forces. 

I enclose you a correct list of the American vessels in Port, to- 
gether with a summary of the state of the market. 

I offer an apology to Mr. Hill, for the liberty I have taken, on 
this, and other occasions, in enclosing letters to you, imder an 
envelope addressed to him. 

I have perused Boston Papers to the 13th September last, but 
from them, cannot form a probable conjecture of the resvdt of the 
Presidential election. I hope however that John Quincy Adams 
has been elected, and such is the general sentiment among the 
Citizens of the United States in this City. I am, my dear Sir, very 
respectfully and truly, yomr very obed't Serv't, 

John Hills. 

From Toblas Watbons.* 

Washington, 23d June, 1825. 

Dear Sir, — Before this reaches you, you will probably have 
seen that yoiir letter of the i8th was duly received, and that I felt 
so much gratification in its perusal as not to be able to withhold 
from the publick a participation in it. The greater part of yoiu: 
letter — which was the more valuable as being the only one received 
in the city on the subject — is in the National Journal of this 
morning. 

' (1780-1855), a physidan of Baltimore, Md., and at this time foiirth auditor. 
Treasury Department. He had been the editor of The Portico (1816-20) and 
a liberal contributor to the newspapers. 
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I know what it is to postpone a correspondent from day to day, 
in the hope of having more leisure, or more inclination, to write to 
him, until the delay becomes habitual, and it requires as much effort 
to shake it off as it would any other bad habit. Having a fellow- 
feeling with you on this subject, I can readily find excuses for your 
long silence, more particularly since it has been so agreeably broken. 
I regret extremely that the President could not be with you on the 
grand and solemn occasion just alluded to.' But besides the fact 
that all his Cabinet, except one, are away, and that he is thus left 
with an unusual burden of publick duties, he had still another and 
perhaps a stronger reason for not going: he is extremely averse 
to encounter the publick dinners, and publick gaze, and pubUck 
dviUties, with which he has been threatened every where on the 
road. He could not have accepted one invitation without sub- 
mitting to the fatigue of aU, and this would have delayed his return 
to the City a longer time that he could well spare from the neces- 
sary engagements of his high station. His enemies, too, would 
have taken advantage of the affectionate greetings of his friends 
to fix upon him the degradation of seeking popularity. His ab- 
horrence of every thing that looks like making himself a publick 
spectacle will, I am afraid, deter him even from making his annual 
visit to his father this simxmer. He has not yet, however, made 
up his mind about it, and I shall not cease to urge him all in my 
pMDwer to go. His father cannot be expected, in the course of nature, 
to survive much longer, and he ought not to be deprived of the 
gratification of seeing his son in the character of President of the 
United States. 

Troup and his Legislative Committee have capi the climax of 
folly .^ Their conduct, however ridiculous and absiurd as it is, may 
lead to some good. A Governor of any State hereafter will hesi- 
tate a long time, even »mder just causes, to make complaint against 
the general government, lest he may be ranked in the same class 
with this mad bully of Georgia. The Government have thus far 
pxursued a wise and prudent course; but how far they will be able 
to avert the ills so likely to spring from the conduct of the Georgia 
Legislature, it is impossible to foresee. The Legislature, as we 
hear this morning, has adjourned, after passing a resolution au- 
thorizing the Governor, notwithstanding the intimation given to 
him of the President's wish, to make the Surveys agreeably to the 

' Laying of the cornerstone of Blinker Hill Monument, June 17, Lafayette 
being present. See Boston Patriot, June 20, 1825. 

* George Mcintosh Troup (i78<>-i8s6). The controversy concerned the ex- 
tinguishment of Indian titles to lands in Georgia. See Phillips, Georgia and 
States Rights, 55. 
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stipiilations of the Treaty; and one hundred Surveyors have been 
appointed for the purpose. I have no idea that the Indians will 
submit to the Survey: they will probably put to death the first 
man that attempts it; this will be the war cry to Troup, who will 
call out his militia, and appeal to the general government to pro- 
tect the citizens of his State from murder! It is diflBcult to imagine 
what could have induced the late President to submit to the Senate, 
a Treaty which was avowed, in a letter from the Agent which ac- 
companied it, not to be the act of the nation} He perhaps did not 
like to take upon himself the responsibility either of sending it back 
to the negotiators, or of approving it; and therefore sent it to the 
Senate, imder the impression that they would refuse to ratify it 
after reading the letter of the Agent which was sent with it. The 
Senate, on the contrary, regarding the fact of its being sent to them 
at all as evidence that it was approved by the President, ratified it 
without looking sufficiently at the circmnstances under which it 
was made. When its ratification came down from the Senate, Mr. 
Monroe had retired, and Mr. Adams was called upon to fulfil the 
obligation tacitly made by his predecessor, the whole obloquy of 
which he has had to bear, though as innocent of all error in the 
business as you or I. It is a very unfortunate affair, and I heartily 
wish we were well through it. I am, Dear Sir, very truly and re- 
spectfully yours, etc., 

T. Watkins. 

From John Bailey. 

Washington, 14 Dec., 182s- 

Dear Sir, — Your favor of the [blank] is rec'd and I thank you 
for the friendly sentiments expressed in it. You have seen before 
this that Colonel Williams, late Senator from Tennessee,* is app'd 
to Guatemala. I have tried several times to have a conversation 
with the President respecting Panama, but have in every instance 
failed. My distance from his residence, and the constant influx of 
persons to his "presence" (the presence of one being no obstacle to 
another) renders intercourse very uncertain. 

1 have got a volume of Gales and Seaton's Register of Debates 
which I will find some way of getting to you by the mail in a day 
or two. You will please to pay their Agent for it, Mr. Rowe. 

' By a message, dated February 28, 1825. Messages and Papers of the Presi- 
dents, n. 287. 

2 John Williams (1778-1837). He was charg6 d'affaires to the Central Ameri- 
can states from December 29, 1825, to December i, 1826. 
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i6 December. 

Having delayed the above, I have the pleasure of yoiir favor of 
the nth enclosing the Boston Patriot of the loth for which I thank 
you. The article contained in it is a possible and I will say con- 
clusive argxunent in favor of our claims on Holland, and is expressed 
in language worthy of the argument. I shall (probably to-morrow) 
hand it to President Adams. 

You will have seen some resolutions offered by me on Tuesday, 
relative to internal improvements. Their objects are: i. concih- 
ation, which every motive virges; 2. the avoiding of — I think — 
very great evils attending the sole exercise of authority by Con- 
gress. I stated on presenting them that the principal (last) reso- 
lution was drawn up to be presented at the last session, but the 
period appearing not the most suitable they had been deferred, and 
that the assignment of specific powers to Congress was not intended 
to intimate the opinion that the powers did not already exist, but 
only to draw more distinctly the line between the powers given and 
those withheld. They sketch what / think ought to be the constitu- 
tion on these subjects, nor have they been presented without 
much reflection. 

The nom'n of Mr. Eling has been suspended for some days in the 
Senate.^ Whether it has been acted on to-day I have not heard. 
If the "opposition" choose to break ground on this point, they must 
be sadly in want of it. 

The committees of the Senate (appointed by the Vice President) 
show something of the feelings of Mr. Calhoun. Was there ever so 
ill-sorted a Committee as that of Foreign Relations? Yoiu^s truly, 

J. Bailey. 

John Mills to Levi Lincoln.* 

SOUTHWICK, Nov. 21, 1826. 

Dear Sir, — I think it probable that this letter will excite your 
surprise, and I have some fears also, that it will be deemed officious, 
if not impertinent. But I have presimied, that from the mere cir- 
cumstance of the rank and office you hold, it is more difficult for 
you to obtain satisfactory information upon many subjects, than it 
would be, were you a private citizen. If so, it will not, I hope, be 
thought unkind in me to commimicate freely my own sentiments, 
and what I believe to be the views and feelings of others. I am not, 
however, going into an examination of your past administration 

' Of Rufus King, to be minister to Great Britain. 

* From the Lincoln Papers, f. 49. See 2 Proceedings, xv. 233. 
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or to make any suggestions in regard to public measures hereafter 
to be adopted or pursued. The people generally, and as universally 
so as could at any time be expected or desired, are well satisfied with 
the past, and have no unfavourable apprehensions as to the fuPure. 
It is well known to you, that a United States Senator is to be 
elected next winter by the Legislature of this State. This was a 
subject of considerable conversation in private circles, among the 
members at the last Session. It seemed to be conceded, that Mr. 
Mills * had, since the election of Mr. Adams, been an able supporter 
of the Administration. But the republican members, so far as I 
became acquainted with their views, were, with few exceptions, 
disposed to continue their support to the administration, but to do 
it through the agency of a republican Senator. And if this were 
done, all were of opinion, that Governor L[incoln] was the man. 
But the diflSculty is, that the same person cannot be in two places 
at the same time. It was this dilemma, and the imcertainty whether 
the transfer would be agreeable to you, that induced a postpone- 
ment of the choice to the winter Session. There may have been 
other reasons, but I know that these were the principal ones that 
induced a majority of the Senate to favor a postponement. I have 
presumed, as I before remarked, that it will be agreeable to you to 
ascertain the wishes of your republican friends in relation to this 
subject. My information may not be as accurate or as exten- 
sive as that of many other members of the Legislature, but I have 
no doubt, that all things considered, your friends would generally 
prefer that you should be retained in your present office, in pref- 
erence to being elected to the Senate. There are many reasons 
why they would prefer this. In the first place, we are well satisfied 
with the present State Administration, and do not wish, therefore, 
to incur the hazard of a change. In the next place, it wiU be desir- 
able, that your successor shoidd be of the same political school. 
But we cannot calculate upon this with much confidence, for al- 
though there are many gentlemen of the party of respectable talents, 
yet there is no one whose standing is such as dearly to designate 
him for the office. In saying this, I except Judge Morton,^ who, I 
suppose, would not be prevailed upon to leave the office he now holds. 
It will, therefore, be desirable to us to retain you in yoiu: present 
office, and I hope that this will be in accordance with your own 
feelings in relation to this subject. If, however, there are reasons 
of a personal nature, that induce you to desire that yotur political 
friends should place you in a different situation, I have no doubt 

' Elijah Hunt Mills (1776-1829). See i Proceedings, xrx. 12. 
' Marcus Morton (1784-1864). 
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that this can and will be done. We have not forgotten, that at our 
earnest solicitation, you relinquished an honorable, permanent, and 
lucrative office, for one of an uncertain tenure, and it will not be 
fair for us to insist that you should be confined to that station, so 
long as it suits our convenience without regard to yours. 

In the House of Representatives, Mr. Mills will, I presume, 
obtain two thirds of the votes against any other candidate than 
you. And there are, I suspect, ten or a dozen members (ultra 
administration men) who will give their votes to Mr. M. against 
any candidate, but I ktiow there are several federal members who 
will support you in preference to Mr. M. 

It cannot be expected that you will publicly decline or consent to 
be a candidate for the office, but it will be extremely desirable that 
this should be clearly understood, soon after the commencement of 
the Session, in order that in one event, such measures may be taken 
as to render the result sxu-e, and in the other that there should not 
be a partial support which may render it uncertain whether you 
was or was not a candidate. 

I am not sensible that there is any thing indecorous in what I 
have written, but if you should deem it so, I beg you to be assured 
that none but the most friendly considerations have induced me 
to write. Certain it is, that I should not willingly forfeit the favor- 
able regard, which I hope I in some measure at least, retain in your 
estimation. Accept, Sir, my most respectful and cordial salutations. 

John Mills.' 

From John Bailey. 

Washington, 3 Jan'y, 1827. 

Dear Sm, — In relation to our Senator I had formed the opinion 
some months ago, that if Governor L[incoln] was desirous of the 
app't and Mr. Mills indifferent about it, Governor L[incoln] would 
be the best appointment; but if the reverse, that we probably 
could not do better than re-elect Mr. Mills. The recent state of 
Mr. Mills' health changed the question; but now he thinks him- 
self convalescent, and is evidently desirous of re-election; but if re- 
elected would, it is understood, resign, if an unfavorable change in 
his health should take place.' Under these circumstances, Gov- 
ernor L[incoln] being it is said unwilling to run against Mr. M[ills], 

' John Mills, of Springfield, was chosen to be Senator by the Senate in Decem- 
ber of this year, but the House voted in favor of Elijah H. Mills. Green, Spring- 
field, 466. 

» I Proceedings, xrx. 51. 
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I think Mr. M[ills]'s re-election seems to me the best course that 
can be pursued. 

The Vice President's ' affair I think will not aid him, though un- 
doubtedly Mix's letter was seized by him as a probable means of 
enlisting public sympathy, and regaining the ground he has of late 
lost in the public favor.* With the highest respect. Dear Sir, yoiur 
obed't Serv't, 

John Bailey. 



John Brazer Davis to John Bailey.' 

Boston, 9th Jan'y, 1827. 

Dear Sir, — Your very acceptable letter of Jan'y 3d I received 
yesterday and should have replied thereto by return of mail, had 
I not been suffering from a sprained arm, which confined me to my 
house for two days, and from which I still suffer some inconvenience. 

The subject of our Senator in Congress is a very interesting subject 
to us, but as I think, is now reduced to more certainty than when I 
last wrote to you. The Governor is out of the question, as he does 
not wish the office and his friends do not feel as if they could spare 
him. The Governor will not be a candidate. 

The present incumbent will have a powerful rival in Hon. John 
Mills, President of our Senate, a highly worthy man, a decided 
friend of the Administration and a uniform Republican; in addi- 
tion to all which he is a western man. 

My own mind is made up, to vote for the present incimibent and 
to have him returned, if feasible, as I am now inclined to believe it 
will be. In my opinion the friends of the administration are bound 
to support Mr. Mills. Those who support the Administration ought 
to be supported in return. 

I thank you for the documents you sent me and shall always be 
much obliged to you for such attentions. Your letters too are ever 
very acceptable, and the intimations as well as information they 
contain I hope will always be properly and highly appreciated. 
With sentiments of great respect and regard I am. Dear Sir, Your 
most obed't Serv't, 

J. Brazer Davis. 

' John Caldwell Calhoun. 

' Probably Elijah Mix, whose contracts for constructing fortifications when 
Calhoun was at the head of the War Department had been under investigation. 
The attack on Calhoun failed. See Niles Register, xxxi. 394; American Historical 
Association Report, 1899, 239. 

' From the Washburn Collection, 11.1.21. f. 45. 
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Levi Lincoln to H. U. Dwight.^ 

Boston, Feb'y 8, 1827. 

My dear Sm, — I have postponed the acknowledgment of the 
receipt of your kind letter of the loth ult. until this late period, in 
the hitherto almost daily expectation that I might have opportunity 
to reply to it, in a manner which I was well assured would be as 
satisfactory to you, as it would be to myself. I now see no prospect 
of an immediate determination of the question, to which yom: com- 
munication refers. I cannot longer deny myself the gratification 
of expressing my thanks for the favorable opinion, which you and 
others whom I hold in the highest regard are pleased to manifest 
towards me. If I found myself at liberty to yield to any induce- 
ments, it certainly would be done, in respectful submission to their 
suggestions. There however have been and still continue to present 
themselves, imperative considerations both in reference to a compe- 
tition with others, and also of a p>ersonal character, which con- 
strain me to wish and to hope, that I may be excused from this 
Canvass. However desirable it may become at another time, and 
imder different drcvunstances to be in association with the Na- 
tional Coimcils, I am now boimd by every motive of interest and 
regard to consistency of conduct and character vmreservedly to 
decline the honor. 

Be assured, my Dear Sir, that I shall at all times hear from you 
with great interest and pleasure. To those gentlemen who have 
done me the honor to \mite in sentiment with you in the favorable 
regard of myself, I am under the most grateful obligation and I 
pray that this expression of my sense of it, with the tender of 
my respectful recollections and consideration may be acceptable to 
them and to you. Your obliged Friend and Servant, 

L. Lincoln. 

From John Bailey. 

Washington, 17 Feb'y, 1827. 

Dear Sir, — I thank you cordially for your favor of the 7th inst. 
giving the result of the last ballot in the House Representatives as 
well as for two previous favors. To-day we have the news for which 
I am probably indebted to yourself that the Senate have on their 
part [named] Governor Lincoln.* This, though not my first wish, has 

' From the Lincoln Papers, f . 50. 

* Two ballots in the Senate on the 13th gave the following resvilt: 

ist ballot 2d ballot 

Governor Lincoln 17 26 

William C. Jarvis 12 6 
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been uniformly my second; and if no chance exists of re-electing Mr. 
Mills, I hope the House will concur. If this should be, Governor 
Lincoln I hope will not decline, and therefore a new candidate for 
Governor will be sought. My first opinion has been in favor of 
Mr. Crowninshield, to whom we owe much; but I am informed that 
Mr. Silsbee has been thought of in case of a vacancy. He is an 
excellent man, and cannot be objected to. But all this is hypotheti- 
cal, as the House may not concur. 

We have to-day an excellent article of news — Governor Tyler's 
letter. This runs point blank against the main groimd of present 
opposition — the corrupt bargain of 1825. Hence the Enquirer 
growls, and well it may. 

The Calhoun Report leaves him much worse than he was before 
the moving of the business. Very respectfully, Dear Sir, Your 
most obt. Servt., 

John Bailey. 

From John Bailey. 

WAsmNGTON, 27 Feb. 1827. 
Evening, 9 o'cl[oc]k. 

Dear Sm, — We are debating the Colonial Trade bill with the 
hope of getting the question to-night, but this is uncertain. Much 
of our business will be unfinished, but what parts we cannot now 
tell. The bill laying duties on wool and woolens imported will I 
fear be one. 

You will have noticed the election of Gales and Seaton as Print- 
ers to this House for the next Congress. There were many who 
would have preferred Force; * but there were some friends of the 
Administration who were fully fixed for G. and S., and as a plurality 
elects, according [to] the express resolution, it was feared either that 
the opposition might get a plurality if the friends of the administra- 
tion were divided; or at least that the opposition would join with 
those friends who would adhere to G. and S. and elect them against 
the main body of the friends of administration, which would have 
been an event to be deprecated. Force therefore was not brought 
forward, though he has the full confidence of nearly all our friends. 

E. H. Mills 7 4 

J. Mills 2 2 

W. P. Parker i 1 

On the next day the Speaker of the House of Representatives laid before the 
House a letter from Lincoln dedining to be a candidate, and by a vote of 115 to 
8s the House postponed the subject indefinitely. 

» Peter Force (1790-1868). 



198 MASSACHtJSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [FEB. 

The re-election of Mr. A[dams] I deem scarcely admitting a 
doubt. We are now with good hopes of Pennsylvania and Virginia; 
but wait further developments. With great respect, Dear Sir, 
your ob't serv't 

John Bailey. 

David Lee Child to Levi Lincoln.' 

Boston, May 24th, 1827. 

Dear Sm, — At the moment of leaving you on Tuesday, I ex- 
pressed a hope that you would reconsider the resolution, which I 
fear you had too far formed, of declining an election to the Senate 
of the U. S. Since I returned I have seen and heard many new 
reasons for wishing and entreating that you would leave the subject 
open until your arrival here next week. There is no doubt in the 
minds of all enlightened friends of the Administration that either 
you or Mr. Webster must go. It has long been kno\^Ti that no man 
in Massachusetts would be more acceptable to our friends at Wash- 
ington than yourself; and we all considered it a cruel necessity 
which was imposed upon us last winter of supporting Mr. Mills, 
and thereby encountering a formidable mass, a very Juggernaut of 
prejudice. In fact we almost cut ourselves off for a time from the 
body of the Democratic Republicans, and gave to Henshaw, Dun- 
lap, Simpson, and Thayer, associated with Jarvis, Keyes, Austin, 
and Fisk, almost the entire power and communion of the party. 
Situated however as the Administration was, we thought it our 
duty to the country and the Commonwealth to face the storm — 
to keep out John Mills until we could elect a better man, and to 
keep out W. C. J.^ until we — could find a worse one. Altho there 
were strong reasons for your then declining and among others (as 
I thot) this, that a profligate press had charged you. with a base and 
dishonorable intrigue to supplant E. H. Mills; and altho scarcely 
a man has to my knowledge complained of the decision to which 
you came on that occasion; still it is apparent, that if you could 
with propriety have consented to receive our votes, it would have 

' From the Lincoln Papers, f. 61. Child (1794-1874), journalist and aboUtion- 
ist. In the papers of John Bailey (Washbvim Collection 11. 1. 20, 22b) is the fol- 
lowing note of recommendation from Henry Dearborn, dated November 21, 1821 : 
"I take the liberty of introducing to your notice my highly esteemed friend Mr. 
David Lee Chylde, who intends spending the winter in Washington. You will 
find him a gentleman of fine talents, well improved by education and reading, 
and perfectly correct in his moral and political principles, habits and deportment, 
without duplicity or any disposition for intrigue." 

' William C. Jarvis. See Smith, History of Pittsfield, 1800-76, 403. 
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saved the Commonwealth and would have some of your friends 
from a great deal of odium and abuse which they have been obliged 
to suffer from the ignorant, the sordid, and the lowminded of the 
Democratic party. However I feel no regret at the small part which 
I for one was called to perform on that occasion: I glory in it. 

Allow me now to say that the opinion here and at Washington 
unquestionably is that yoiu* talents [are] eminently senatorial, and 
your name will be of more service to the coimtry in the Senate of 
the U. S. than in the chair of Chief Magistrate in Massachusetts. 

There is one difficulty, which exists — not in the nature of things 
but in the prejudice and selfish views of old party men. It caused 
us infinite embarrassment last winter. I refer to the apprehen- 
sions which undoubtedly exist in the minds [of] these men that the 
enjoyment and distribution of offices in the Commonwealth will 
go out of their possession when you go out of your present office; 
and they therefore insist upon yoiu- continiiing in it with the perti- 
nacity with which a drowning man grasps a remaining plank. With 
this class of politicians the honor and the prosperity of the Republic, 
the support of an excellent, and abused administration, are all 
postponed to their little schemes of office and influence in this state: 
with them republicanism is a scramble for office and they are able 
to convince some honest and disinterested persons that iJf Mr. Jef- 
ferson's test were adopted, if citizens were advanced according to 
their honesty, capacity and fidelity to the Constitution, all that 
Republicans have been fighting for "these five and twenty years" 
would be abandoned. I pass by the hbel which this doctrine con- 
tains upon the Republicanism of our fathers. I confess I have no 
great sympathy with this class of politicians nor have I any great 
fear of them. They must be few and weak; if they were not weak 
they would foresee that many years of an exclusive policy cannot 
elapse without a reaction which will leave them less than they 
might obtain and keep by a libereil, just and trtdy republican policy: 
truly republican because it would be agreeable to that maxim, 
which lies at the foimdation of republicanism, and without which 
I for one prefer a monarchy, viz. detur digniori. In my own view, 
(which I take the liberty to express frankly) very Uttle is due to 
this class; so far as their wishes are consulted just so far will the 
deepest laid schemes of the Henshaws and Simpsons be promoted. 
They have it in charge to array the democracy of this State against 
the Administration and as essential to this end to keep up and 
revive party rancour and party exclusion; and they would be 
happy to retain our Chief Magistrate where he is for no other 
reason than that they think it necessary for this great pxurpose. 
Mr. Austin did more mischief to the Administration and its friends 
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last winter than forty thousand open enemies could have done, 
because professing ardent friendship for Mr. Adams he co-operated 
in effecting the purposes of the Jacison party. I should be glad to 
say more, tho I have already (it may be) said too much in more 
senses than one; but I shall lose the mail if I delay longer to deposit 
this letter. Will you have the goodness to inform me when you will 
be in the dty? Very respectfully, 

D. L. Child. 

Joseph E. Sprague to Levi Lincoln.' 

Salem, May lo, 1S27. 

My dear Sir, — I have the honor to congratulate you on the 
result of our State election and I take no little pride for the course 
of my ovm town and county. In Salem the only opposition to you 
was the miserable opposition to Mr. Adams and although oxir 
county was as deeply interested as Middlesex your majority was 
increased from last year considerably. 

But my present object is one of [a] character which you will 
excuse when you know it results from the best wishes to yourself and 
Mr. Adams personally. It is a subject on which we have heretofore 
conversed freely but which I again feel bound to consult you about. 

It is necessary for the friends of the Administration to come im- 
mediately to a decision in relation to the Candidate for the Senate. 
Mr. Silsbee has a letter from Mr. Mills in which he says that he 
shall decline as soon as the elections of representatives are over. 
The President and Mr. Clay are both very desirous that you should 
go into the Senate. The President as I understand, understood you 
to state the last simmier, to him, that in the event of Mr. Mills 
withdrawing himself, your objections would not be insuperable. 

Will you therefore permit your friends to comply with the wishes 
of the President and support you as the representative of the State 
in the Senate of the Union? Your answer will be considered so far 
as you wish it entirely confidential and our course will be directed 
entirely conformable to your wishes. Believe me with great re- 
spect Your faithful friend, 

Joseph E. Sprague. 

Edward Everett to Levi Lincoln.^ 

Boston, 11 May, 1827. 

Permit me. Dear Sir, to state, by way of confirmation to what is 
remarked in the enclosed, that it is within my personal knowledge 

' From the Lincoln Papers, f. 57. * From the Lincohi Papers, £. 38. 
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that the President entertains very decidedly the opinion that the 
Public Service would be highly promoted by your election to the 
Senate of the U. S. I hope you will not deem it presumptuous, 
if I add, that such also is the conviction of, Dear Sir, Your most 
faithful Servant, and sincere friend. 

Edward Everett. 

Daniel Webster to Levi Lincoln.* 

Private and confidential. 

Boston, May 22, 1827. 

My dear Sir, — It was my misfortune not to see you, on your 
late visit to this place, owing, partly, to engagements, in and out 
of town, and partly to a misapprehension as to the time of your 
leaving the City. Disappointed, thus, in the expectation and hope 
of a personal interview, I now adopt this mode of making a few 
suggestions to you, on a subject of some interest; — I mean the 
approaching election of a Senator in Congress. The present pos- 
ture of things, in relation to that matter, is so fully known to both 
of us, that I need not trouble you with much preliminary obser- 
vation. I take it for granted, that Mr. E. H. Mills will be no longer 
a candidate. The question, then, will be, who shall succeed him? 
I need not say to you, that you yourself, will doubtless be a promi- 
nent object of consideration, in relation to the vacant place; and 
the purpose of this commmiication requires me to acknowledge, 
that I deem it possible, also, that my name should be mentioned, 
more or less generally, as one who may be thought of, among others 
for the same situation. In anticipation of this state of things, and 
more especially since I have been awakened by its probably near 
approach, I have not only given it a proper share of my own re- 
flection, but have also consulted with others, in relation to it, in 
whose judgment and friendship I have confidence. The result is, 
that there are many strong personal reasons, and as friends think, 
(and as I think too,) some public reasons, why I should decline the 
offer of a seat in the Senate, if it should be made to me. Without 
entering at present, into a detail of these reasons, I will say that 
the latter class of iJiem grow out of the public station, which I at 
present fill, and out of the necessity of encreasing, rather than of 
diminishing, in both branches of the National Legislature, the 
strength which may be reckoned on as friendly to the present Ad- 
ministration. I hope you will xmderstand what I would now wish 
to communicate, without imputing to me the vanity of supposing 

• From the Lincoln Papers, f. 59. 
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that my services to the Administration, or to the Coimtry, in the 
H. of R. are of any partictilar importance; or, on the other hand, 
that it is matter of option with me, to dbange that place for another. 
I think quite differently, in both respects. Nevertheless, how- 
ever inconsiderable the first of these things may be, and however 
contingent, or improbable, the last, they are such as make it con- 
venient, at the present crisis, to act upon the one, as if it were of 
some consideration, and to regard the other, as if it might probably, 
or possibly happen. To come, therefore, at once, to the main point, 
I beg to say, that I see no way in which the public good can be so 
well promoted, as by your consenting to go into the Senate. This 
is my own clear and decided opinion; it is the opinion, equally 
dear and decided, of intelligent and patriotic friends here; and I am 
now able to add, that it is also the decided opinion of all those friends, 
elsewhere, whose jttdgment, in such matters, we should naturally 
regard. I believe I may say, without violating confidence, that it is 
the -wish, entertained with some earnestness, of our friends at Wash- 
ington, that you should consent to be Mr. MilW successor. You will 
probably, as soon as you arrive here next week, learn the same 
thing, tlxro another channel. I need hardly add, after what I have 
said, that such also is my own wish. We are in a crisis; and it requires 
all the aid which can be mustered. If I have not misimderstood you, 
on some former occasions, you do not desire a long continuance in 
your present situation. If so, this occasion is apt and convenient 
to resign it. If you should find your employment at Washington 
not agreeable, that also may be relinquished, without particular 
inconvenience, in a short time. The "crisis" will terminate, one 
way or the other, about the end of the next Session, or by the be- 
ginning of that next ensuing. You will then be able to regard your 
private wishes, probably, or to prolong yovu: official services there. 

A professional engagement will take me to New York, at the end 
of this week. I hope to return by the 5th or 6th of Jvme, but pos- 
sibly may be detained longer. If you wish to address me soon, 
please enclose yom- letter to Nathan Appleton, Esq., of this City, 
and he will forward it to me, wherever I may be. Mr. Appleton is 
one of our (few) Representatives. He is intelligent, and perfectly 
well disposed; and I shall leave him possessed of my confidence, 
and with power to communicate my views on this subject to other 
friends, as convenience may require. He is well known to you, I 
suppose; if not, you may safely regard him as a man of high honor, 
and fit to be treated with confidence. I am, Dear Sir, very truly 
yours, 

Dan'l Webster. 
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Gerry Fairbanks to Levi Lincoln.' 

(Confidential.) 

Boston, 24 May, 1827. 

Dear Sir, — Mr. Webster has this morning called on me and 
entered into a pretty free conversation in regard to the election of 
a Senator to fill the place of Mr.Mills who it is understood declines 
a re-election. He informs me that he has written to you on the 
subject. You will pardon me for expressing to you freely what I 
apprehend is the undivided sentiments of the friends of the adminis- 
tration in this place. There are probably but two gentlemen who 
would be intirely satisfactory to the party here and the adminis- 
tration, yourself and Mr. Webster. Mr. W.'s influence in the 
House, and the difficulty of oxir agreeing upon any gentleman to 
succeed him in case he should be elected to the Senate, makes it 
extremely desirable, that if you do not feel the sacrifice too great 
you should become a candidate. It would be unbecoming for me 
to urge you to this course but I may be permitted to state that with 
the party here no gentleman would be so entirely acceptable and Mr. 
Webster has stated to me that none would be more acceptable at 
Washington. You are sensible of the difficulties which occurred 
last winter in regard to this subject. It is very desirable to avoid 
them at the coming session if possible. I know of no way of doing 
it but by placing in nomination a gentleman whose talents and 
integrity will command the entire confidence of all. The crisis is 
an important one, our best talents are wanted, in this situation. 
If you feel any disinclination to this situation I hope you will not 
express this sentiment untill you have freely conversed with your 
friends in this place as advantage may be taken of any trifling 
circumstance of this kind. Very Respectfully Yoiur obedient 
Servant, 

Gerry Fairbanks. 

Nathan Appleton to Levi Lincoln.* 

Boston, 26 May, 1827. 

Dear Sir, — Your favour with an enclosure for the Hon. W. 
Webster is received but too late to be handed him before his de- 
parture for New York. Having had a confidential communication 
with him upon the subject of its contents I took the liberty in con- 
formity to his wish to open it previously to forwarding it to him, 
and allow me to add a request that you will not take any decided 

' From the Lincoln Papers, f. 62. 
• From the Lincokt Papers, f. 63. 
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Step in the premises before I have an opportunity of seeing you, 
which I will endeavour to do inunediately after your arrival in this 
city, for which purpose I will make the proper enquiry at your 
lodgings. With great respect I have the honour to be Your excy's 
most obed't Serv't, 

N. Appleton. 

Daniel Webster to Levi LmeoLN.* 

Private and confidential. 

New York, May 30, 1827. 

Dear Sir, — I have received here your letter, communicated 
thro Mr. Appleton. I could very much have wished that you might 
have arrived at a different conclusion, on the question of going into 
the Senate. Nevertheless, I see that there is weight, in some of the 
reasons, which you mention, and I am aware also that there are 
other considerations, not stated by you, which, however little they 
may affect your own mind, very naturally would create, in others, 
regret at your leaving your present situation. Under existing 
circumstances, I feel it my duty to leave it to others to decide 
how the place shall be filled. If a satisfactory appointment can 
be made, without removing me from the place I am in, it will 
be highly agreeable to me; if it cannot, the matter must be dis- 
posed of as others may deem best. I am, my Dear Sir, with most 
true regard, Yoiur Ob. Serv't, 

Dan'l Webster. 

From Charles Edward Forbes.* 

Northampton, May 28, 1827. 

My dear Sir, — It gives me pleasure to learn that you are again 
a Member of the Legislature.' As such you will of course take an 
interest and probably an efficient part in the organization of the 
Government at the opening of the Session. It is impossible to 
divine precisely, what will be, politically, the complexion of the 
House, tho' it is confidently asserted and generally beUeved that 
it will not be essentially variant from the last. In which case, I 
cannot be wrong in believing that the idea of amalgamation in the 
selection of Counsellors, will be laid aside. The attempt to sur- 
roxmd his Excellency with a mixed Council will not it is hoped be 

• From the Lincoln Papers, f . 64. 

' Charles Edward Forbes (1795-1881), of the Massachiisetts Supreme Court, 
and foimder of the Forbes Library at Northampton, Mass. 

• As a representative from Boston. 
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made, or if made, will prove abortive. It is understood, that many 
of the Members of the present Council will decline a re-election, 
and among this number is the Hon. J. Fowler ' from this district. 
In that event his successor ought in justice and according to an 
equitable rule of rotation which has been heretofore adopted, to 
be taken from this County, Franklin and Hampden having fur- 
nished the two last. I presiune that a spirit of accommodation and 
courtesy will induce the Representative from the latter coxmties to 
concede the right to the former. . You may not be acquainted with 
the Republican members from this county, but would of coiurse 
consult with them if known to you. Perhaps no one woxild better 
represent the feelings of ova friends in this vicinity than Oliver 
Smith, Esquire, the representative from Hatfield. Indeed, if he 
would consent to take the office himself perhaps no one would give 
more general satisfaction.* He, is consistent, independent and dis- 
interested in his political course, was one of the electors of President 
at the last election and is a firm friend to the state and national 
administrations. His health, however, is such that it is doubtful 
whether he will consent to serve. In case he declines the office. 
Homer Bartlett Esq. has been named as a suitable candidate and 
is I believe in every respect entitled to confidence. There probably, 
will be an attempt made to procure the election of Col. J. Shepherd 
and considering the influence by which he will be supported, if a 
candidate, and the object of its exertion I have no hesitation in 
saying that it ought to meet with a decided opposition. There will 
be, in the course of the ensuing year, a vacancy in the office of 
Register of Probate and perhaps of judge of Probate in this county.* 
The object of these exertions will be to place the power of disposing 
of these offices in the hands of those men who for more than twenty 
years past have both possessed and exercised despotic control in 
matters of the kind. No republican, unless influenced by interest or 
family connexions, can, I think, wish success to such an attempt, 
and if I am not imder some strange delusion, you will feel a dis- 
position to resist and defeat it. There is only one professional 
gentleman of the republican party, who is a member of the Legis- 
lature from this county for the ensuing year. This is Mr. Law- 
rence * of Belchertown who will it is hoped have notice of the prog- 
ress of any arrangements of a political nature interesting to this 
section. I beg of you to consider this communication strictly con- 

1 James Fowler. 

' He is not in the Council of 1828. 

• In the office of Register Isaac C. Bates gave place to Samuel F. Lyman. 
There was no change in the judgeship, Samuel Hinckley continuing in that office. 

* Myron Lawrence. 
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fidential. I am, Sir, with highest respect and esteem Your most 
ob't friend and Serv't, 

Chas. E. Forbes. 

P.S. Since writing the above I have conversed with several 
Gentlemen and from the information derived from, am induced to 
believe that John Arms Esq. of Conway Franklin Co. or Colonel 
Foot 1 of Southwick, Hampden Co., would either of them be suit- 
able persons for the office, and that the election of either of them 
would meet with general approbation in this Coimty. 



From Joseph E. Sprague* 

Confidentiai. 

Salem June 2. 1827. 

Dear Sir, — Unsolicited by me, my friends have again brought 
me forward as Candidate for the Coimcil. I should be content to 
share my chance and stand upon the ground of a nomination were 
it not for the infamous means that always have been used to put me 
down. After however the attack upon me in the Statesman of to- 
day the friends of the administration I feel are bound to sustain me 
at all hazards. If I am not now supported I will withdraw myself 
entirely from politics. No one has labored more indefatigably. My 
Kf e has been devoted to it and all I have received has been indignity 
and insxilt. If the nomination is left to the democrats in our County 
the vote would be against me, for the majority are of the same kidney 
that nominated Dunlap and Henshaw at the General Caucus and 
their nomination ought to be treated with the same respect. If you 
my dear Sir will make an effort, justice maybe done me notwithstand- 
ing any recommendation of another candidate. They talk of Mudge 
of Lynn.' He is insolvent and does business as Agent merely, he 
scarcely was in gentle company in his life. Weigate is also men- 
tioned. Both weak men who would disgrace us and their friends of 
the Government low as it is. All the Salem delegation except Phil- 
lips * I suppose are friendly to me. The Boston delegation also I 
suppose. Fuller, perhaps Jarvis* Sedgwick,* Dwight,' Washburn,* 

' Thaddeus Foote. 

' (1782-1852), postmaster of Salem (1815-29), and later Sheriff of Essex 
County. 

' Ezra Mudge, the successful candidate. 
* Stephen Clarendon Phillips. 
° William C. Jarvis, of Charlestown. 
' Theodore Sedgwick, of Stockbridge. 
' Jonathan Dwight, Jr., of Springfield. 
8 Emory Washburn, of Leicester. 
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in fact most of the leading men. If I am not now sustained I shall 
feel himibled indeed. Your friend, 

J. E. Speague. 

Daniel Webster to Levi Lincoln.' 

Private. 

My dear Sir, — I have addressed a letter to you signifying my 
acceptance of the place of Senator. Supjxjsing that nothing was 
to be done with this letter but to put it on the files of the Executive 
Department, I have confined it to the single purpose of expressing 
my intention to take the Office. If custom requires, as I suppose it 
does not, that this letter should be sent to the Legislature, I will be 
obliged to you to return it to me, that I may add a suitable expres- 
sion of acknowledgments, etc. 

This I could not do, I thought, with propriety, in a communica- 
tion made to the Executive, and not intended to be communicated. 
I presume no conmnmication to the Legislature is necessary. Yours, 
very truly, 

Dan'l Webster. 

From Tobias Watkins. 

WAsmNGTON, 13th June, 1827. 

Dear Sir, — Accept my thanks for your favor of the 8th inst. 
which was received yesterday and which brought me the earliest 
intelligence of Mr. Webster's election by the Senate of your State. 
The vote in both branches was highly honorable to him, and gives 
evidence of a prevalence of good feeling which I am tnily rejoiced 
to see.^ Such a man as Mr. W. is much wanted in the Senate where 
unfortunately our friends lack talents. In the other House we are 
decidedly superior to the Opposition not only in niunbers but in 
strength of debate. Whom will you send in Webster's place? Blake 
is talked of here as probable.' 

The cause of the Administration is advancing securely in every 
part of the Union. Every vote in Maryland is now secure; and the 
recent trip of V. Buren to the South has made such unfavorable 

• From the Lincoln Papers, f . 65. 

' June 7 the House of Representatives balloted in the choice of a Senator. The 
whole number of votes was 328, and Webster received 202; John Mills, 82; Elijah 
H. Mills, 22; William C. Jarvis, 8; Edward Everett, 6; Levi Lincoln, 3; Henry 
Shaw, 3; Joseph Story, I ; William Baylies, i. On the following day the Senate 
balloted as follows: whole number of votes, 39; Webster, 26; John Mills, 11; 
Levi Lincoln, i; Edward Everett, i. 

' Benjamin Gorham was elected in succession to Webster. 
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impressions on his friends in New York, that they oppose his proj- 
ects at every point; and he has been obUged to declare that what- 
ever may be the will of the Party he will bow to it. In haste but very 
cordially and respectfvdly yours, 

T. Watkins. 

From Henry Alexander Scammell Dearborn. 

Boston, August 14, 1827. 

My dear Col., — I am much indebted to you for the very par- 
ticular and pleasing intelligence you were so kind as to communi- 
cate from Portland. I think you deserve to become an honorary 
member of the Medical Society of the State. 

This morning brings Buchanan's accovmt of his conversation 
with General Jackson,' and so far from imphcating Clay or his 
friends, I understand he states, that all he did say was from his own 
suggestion and entirely exonerates Clay and his friends. I have not 
seen the letter but it will be in the papers tomorrow. This is what 
I ever thought would be the result. From Pennsylvania the news 
is cheering. 

The President dines with me on the 17th and I wish you were of 
the party. 

My wife returned from Nahant on Thurdsay evening and is in 
superb health and spirits. Commodore Bainbridge and lady are 
with us to pass a week.^ We shall set out on Monday or Tuesday 
for Middletown. 

Tell my much esteemed and excellent Dorcas I depend on her 
good ofl&ces for the merino work. 

Give my love to all the household. Doctor and Mrs. Parker and 
General Wingate. Pray go up there very often; it will wake him 
up and do him good. Your sincere friend, 

H. A. S. Dearborn. 

From John Bailey. 

Washington, 7 Feb'y, 1828. 

Dear Sir, — Yesterday I had the pleasure of receiving yam 
letter of the 31st as I had before that of the 22d. I find the question 
of the mode of choosing Electors is before you. I could almost wish 
— I say almost — that the choice should be by districts; believing 
as I do, that every vote would still be for Mr. A[dams] by an over- 

' Works of James Buchanan, 1. 263. 
« William Bainbridge (1774-1833). 
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whelming majority, and knowing that the vote for the "unpledged" 
ticket of 1824 was enlarged (materially enlarged, I believe) by the 
votes of those who were friendly to Mr. A[dams] in consequence of 
their objections to the mode of choice. Still I know much may be 
said in favor of a general ticket. 

If any meeting should be had and resolutions published on the 
subject of the presidential election, it has seemed to me that some- 
thing should be said (very delicately, as Virginians would dislike any 
thing else) of the pleasure which Massachusetts (or the representa- 
tives of Mass.) have in the coincidence of feeling between so large a 
portion of Virginia and Massachusetts, and something referring to 
the fact that Massachusetts in three out of four cases gave its whole 
vote for the re-election of the Virginia presidents — Washington, 
Jefferson and Monroe. She would [have given] it also to Madison 
but for the pressure (a heavy one) of the embargo and war. But 
even then — under that tremendous pressure — the venerable 
patriot J. Adams put himself against the current of exasperated 
feeling, and would have voted for him but for that pressure. 

On every point we gain. Last night at nearly ten, after more 
than a fortnight's discussion, we carried by a majority of seven an 
amendment to the resolution, which then passed unanimously (on 
the final vote). I mean the resolution of retrenchment. The whole 
debate has been a sore thing to the opposition. They know there is 
no more to be said against this than against other administrations, 
and they do not wish the people to know it. But we say they shall 
know it. Let me hear from you. With great respect, Dear Sir, 
yours in truth, 

J. Bailey. 
From John Bailey. 

Washington, 8 March, 1828. 

Dear Sir, — I pray that my sUence may not be judged severely, 
for we are overrun with all sorts of business — tariff, internal im- 
provements, Meade,' Jackson, etc., etc., all press on us, and we 
have scarcely time to be civil. Otherwise your favors of the isth 
and 20th would have been sooner answered; especially should I 
have expressed the high satisfaction I had felt in conjunction with 
our friends here on the triumphant passage of your excellent 
Resolutions.* Though no one of common sense and information 
ever had a doubt of Massachusetts, yet we know what palpable 

' Richard Worsam Meade (1778-1828), whose claim against Spain was urged 
for many years. 

' See Boston Patriot, February 20, 1828. The resolutions endorsed Adams 
and Clay. 
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falsehoods will be circulated on the eve of an election, which people 
at a distance cannot know the precise character of. On this account 
I am heartily glad that you offered and that the House by so strong 
a vote sustained your Resolutions. 

We are all full of hope. Excepting the trifling election in Frank- 
lin Co., Penn., every thing goes well, South, West and North, N. C. 
is doing excellently. The great battle is to be fought in Kent, in 
their State election in August.* That election is all-important — 
is the key to the grand result. 

We have just begun on the tariff. The bill you are aware was 
framed precisely to defeat itself, as it will if not amended as Mal- 
lary has proposed. If that amendment should prevail, others, tho' 
less essential, will be attempted. Without the first, the bill is not 
worth having. 

We hope to rise as early as May — it may be however late in that 
month. 

My friend Mr. Lovering informed me Mr. Fuller intended to send 
me a copy of the B[oston] & Provpdence] Railroad Survey. If you 
should see Mr. F. and he should not be able to furnish me, I should 
be very much obliged if you could procure and send me a copy. I 
have received copies of the other Survey doc'ts. Yours in truth, 

John Bailey. 

P. S. Since writing the above I have received the B. & Pr. 
document. 

John Brazer Davis to John Bailey.^ 

Boston, 4th April, 1828. 

Dear Sir, — Your valued favor of the 8th has laid by me im- 
answered, because I had nothing of interest to communicate. Our 
approaching election recalls attention again to politics, after having 
been, now for a month, directed to matters of a more immediate, if 
not of so exciting and absorbing interest. 

If you read our newspapers, as doubtless you do, you will perceive 
that we are suffering from a want of a proper organization. In 
almost every coxmty, there is a multiplicity of Senatorial tickets, 
almost all, professedly at least, in favor of the administration and 
yet the effect is to divide the vote and perhaps defeat the election 
of the right man. 

Governor Lincoln will be re-elected, almost without opposition. 

' There is no Kent in North Carolina, and the reference is not suffidently 
clear to determine what state is intended. 

* From the Washburn Collection, 11. i. 21. f. 46. 
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He is too strong to be shaken. If there is to be an organized oppo- 
sition to him it is a secret one. 

In this County, the administration ticket for Senators, I hope 
and believe, will prevail. I shall do what I can to help it. If I feel 
well enough, I mean to put "harness on my back" once more, and 
break another lance at Old Faneuil Hall on Sunday evening. I had 
resolved not to make another Caucus Speech, as I have already made 
some half dozen or so, three at least in the preparatory arrangements 
for the last Presidential Election. But on the present occasion, I 
cannot hold back; if, as my friends say, I can, by my poor efforts 
help a just and honorable and patriotic cause. If I am well enough, 
I mean even at some little hazard, to raise my voice again in the 
"Old Cradle." Do you remember the meeting at "Old Faneuil 
Hall" on February 14th, 1824? It was a stormy night out of doors, 
but we had a grand meeting in doors, and we nominated John 
Quincy Adams with a voice that told New England in language 
that ^e both understood and felt, to be true to herself. She was 
true to herself; she will be true. If defeat be in store for her, which 
it is not, let her be able to say, as Francis First said after the Battle 
of Pavia, "We have lost everything but our honor." 

I spoke of my health not being good. I worked myself too hard 
last winter and that combined with an influenza, gave me a pain in 
my chest, which however is now wearing off. Exercise, good air 
and fine weather, will I hope, work its cure. They are my medicine 
and my doctor too. 

You have despatched the Tariff and I hope you will despatch 
the session soon. I don't see that the nation is to be benefitted by 
a prolonging of your labors. But I forget myself! It ill becomes 
me, a humble individual, to express an opinion on a matter, which 
depends on the "congregated wisdom" of the Nation. I have the 
honor to be. Very resp'y, Your friend and most ob't Servant, 

J. B. Davis. 

From John Bailey. 

Washingtgn, 10 May, 1828. 

Dear Sm, — It gave me great pleasure to hear from you that you 
were determined to engage in our Spring elections with whole soul; 
and it gives me very great pleasure to find the elections have termi- 
nated so favorably. To-day I have your Boston nomination for 
Representatives, and have particular pleasure in seeing your name 
on the list. I presume the ticket will be carried by a strong vote. 

The great measure of the Session — the tariff — is still under 
discussion in the Senate. Its fate is imcertain, though probably it 
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will pass. The question it is not very improbable may be decided 
by the votes of Messrs. Webster and Silsbee. This state of the 
question places them in a peculiar and not very pleasant attitude. 
To vote for the bill, is to vote for some provisions which they must 
disapprove; and yet to vote against it, is to expose themselves, and 
through them the administration, to the charge however unfounded 
of being opposed to the protection of our manufactures. This is an 
embarrassing position, and requires all the wisdom and discretion 
which eminently belong to them. The amendments adopted already 
by the Senate meike the bill decidedly better thcin it was when it 
passed the House; but still it has points wholly objectionable. The 
bill was engendered between the avowed anti-tariff men of the South, 
and the professed tariff Jackson men of the middle states, and 
framed most pointedly so as to bear heavily and injmiously on New 
England, in the hope that it would thus be defeated. The monstrous 
birth however could [not] preserve all its original odious features. 
It was so outrageous to the honest feelings of our nature, that its 
parents were obliged to yield in part, and allow it to lose a portion 
of its deformity — just enough to make it a matter of doubt whether 
its continued existence be more or less an object of desire than its 
death outright. A few days will probably determine its fate. 

Let me hear from you, especially how sentiment stands in rela- 
tion to our votes on the tariff. We have agreed to adjourn on the 
26th. I shall not probably start for Dorchester before the 29th or 
30th. With great respect. Dear Sir, your friend and servant, 

John Bailey. 

P.S. It may perhaps not be useless to have some view of [the] 
tariff question like the preceding appear in the papers to prepare 
the pubUc naind for whatever result may take place. 

J.B. 

[Blot.] 

P.S. No. 2. Pardon the above. I took up the wrong glass — 
the ink instead of the sand-glass — it was evening. 

J.B. 

From John Bailey. 

WASHnJGTON, 3 June, 1828. 

Dear Sir, — Your favor of the 21st was received a few hours 
after the adjournment of Congress. You are right in supposing the 
vote in the House of Representatives on the tariff bill as passed 
would have been very different from the one given. 

The organization of the two houses is very well (I have not seen 



I9l6.] LETTERS TO JOHN BEAZEE DAVIS, 1819-1831. 213 

how the Senate vacancies are filled) — though, without any un- 
friendly feelings towards Mr. Calhoun, I should have been truly 
happy if Mr. Fuller had been chosen. His talents, experience, and 
whole character deserved it. 

I am waiting here the arrival of my brother-in-law from the West 
Indies, Dr. Judson with his wife, where he has been for his health. 
We have looked for them every day for ten days past, and shall wait 
a few days longer, much to my regret. 

Will you have a decision this session on the B. & Prov. rail-road? 
I feel much interest in the general subject, and some in the route, 
the eastern one passing near me. I hope that route will be deemed the 
better. 

We have but little news here since the scattering of the flock. I 
hope soon to see you in person. With great respect Yours, 

J. Bailey. 

Mr. Clay it is expected will soon visit home. The President 
hopes to do the same during the season. Mr. Barbour will probably 
sail in eight or nine weeks. General Porter is expected soon. 

J.B. 

F. Sales ' to John Brazer Davis. 

[September 25, 1828.] 

Dear Sir, — I send you enclosed a Translation of a Letter * 
written by Senor Vidamre made by a pupil of mine, and which on 
a comparison with the original I have foimd as faithful as can be 
made. The expression of pottle-bellied is the only one that sounds 
disagreeably to my ear though true, should you think of a more 
delicate expression you will please to alter it, as also any other phrase- 
ology which you may judge best without altering the sense. 

The said Senor Vidaurre has given me leave to have it published 
and even with his own name if it is thought proper. Should you 
determine to give a place in yoiu- paper to this valuable description 
of Bolivar you may make an honourable mention of the Writer as 
one of the most illustrious patriots, statesman and jureconsuls in 
South America: who has been Chief- Justice in Peru, President of 
the Congress of Panama, Minister of Foreign relations in.the said 
Republic and Member of the Constituent Congress for the city of 
Lima. He is really a great man and a true republican in my humble 

' The Boston Directory for 1828 gives the name of Frauds Sales, teacher of 
languages and keeper of a bookstore, at 35 Washington Street, residing at 13 
Franklin Street. 

' The letter, dated Boston, September 15, 1828, and signed M. L. Vidaurre, is 
printed in the Boston Patriot, September 26. 
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opinion; and I regret that his productions are not understood 
in their original garb in this country, for by translating them they 
lose a great deal of their force and beauty. He is really a genius 
and hope he will sodn be restored to his native country for its glory, 
prosperity and happiness. He is in my mind compared to Bolivar 
what John Quincy Adams is compared with ovir Chieftain. 

He is very much pleased with the distinguished notice taken of 
him in this country and certainly it was never more deservedly 
bestowed. I suppose you know him, therefore I will cease saying 
any thing more about him; only I request in case that you should 
publish said Letter that you would first peruse it carefully and make 
its reading as much better as you can, and write a little introduction 
in such way as you judge best. Yours sincerely, 

F. Sales. 

Excuse the scrawl. 



From Joseph E. Sprague. 

Salem, Sept. 27, 1828. 

Dear Davis, — There is one thing of importance which I wish 
you would attend to. Our electoral returns are to be scrutiiiized by 
unprincipled enemies. At the last election almost all the returns 
were irregiilar and defective. Ours in Massachusetts was compli- 
mented for its accuracy. It was drawn by Webster with great care. 
Why can't you get a copy from Bangs * and publish immediately in 
your paper, and to insure safety if you will strike of [f] on separate 
paper some thirty I will send duplicates to every friendly electoral 
College in the Union. Your friend, 

J. E. S. 

I send you the Ariel, return when you [have] done with it. 



From Isaac MtrNROE^ 

Baltimose, Nov. 21, 1828. 

My dear Sir, — At the time I received your acceptable favors 
I was so much engaged in the political tempest that I could not 

' Edward Dillingham Bangs (1790-1838), secretary of the Commonwealth 
(1824-36). 

* Isaac Mmiroe (1785-1859) was bom in Brighton, Mass. With David 
Everett he wrote Common Sense in Dishabille, and was the founder and first 
printer of the Boston Patriot. In 181 1 he removed to Baltimore, and established 
the Baltimore Patriot. 
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find a moment to give answer. But that is past and the day, to us, 
is lost. You have seen how the election terminated in Maryland. 
The Adams party did their best; 60 more votes in the upper district 
would have given us two more, making eight, and as to this district, 
more than 500 illegal voters were introduced from the county which 
borders on the city and is the den of Jacksonism. The great moral 
force of the city is decidedly with Mr. Adams, but the lower classes, 
of whose depths of degradation, you can have no idea, and who will 
dance days and nights, and shout and yell around a hickory tree, 
with as much beastly vulgarity as the worst of the Savage tribes 
of the forest at a Council fire, of such materials as these our dema- 
gogues of the day have laid hold and with inflammatory speeches, 
bull feasts and whiskey have stimulated them " to go the whole hog " 
for their grim Idol. When it is considered with what we have had 
to contend it is surprising that we did as well as we did. But even 
to have gained all wovild have been of no avail. In the final result I 
am neither disappointed nor cast down, for for the last six months 
I have been prepared for the worst. I hope from this time forward 
the New-England States will go in one solid column — they must 
see that no son of theirs will ever receive a Southern' vote. If you 
remain united your vote will always command respect, but once 
divided and you at once "become hewers of wood and drawers of 
water," and form a mere tail to the kite. I hope our friends will 
not become frightened with their threats about turning out of 
office, etc. Some changes will probably take place, but the cut 
throat policy wished and called for by the hungry cormorants who 
fight for plunder, will not be carried into effect. Here we ask no 
favors and put them at defiance. 

I was not a little surprised to find you at the editorial desk again. 
I thought the law would be more congenial to your habits. I 
observe you contemplate an enlargement. In this I would advise 
you to be cautious, it entails a heavy and lasting expense which is 
rarely requited by the public. In looking at your sheet I should 
say, were you to widen each colxmm an n and make them half an 
inch longer, the same paper you now use would answer, but should 
you go larger, then you will have to pay at least 50 cents more in 
the ream, perhaps a dollar, besides an extra hand to be employed, 
thus creating an additional expense of $1000 or $1500 per ann. for 
which you will get no return. Adopt the first plan I mention, get a 
type with a small body axidfull face like the N. Y. Post; money will 
be saved and every thing desirable will be realized. It is the 
quality and not the quantity the public mostly look at. 

1 I mean south of the Potomac. Note by Munroe. 
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Should you at any time between this [and] spring be disposed to 
part with an interest in the B[oston] P[atriot] and should deem me an 
acceptable associate, I should be strongly tempted to join you, as I 
have a fair chance of disposing of my interest here to considerable 
advantage, to Mr. Lewis late of the York Recorder, who has come 
to reside here. I have always contemplated to return to the "land 
of the pilgrims," sooner or later; and should something of this kind 
present, the time may be accelerated. I observe several editorial 
changes have been made in your city — most probably for the 
better. I should be glad to hear from you on the subject I have 
mentioned and also as to the standing and prosperity of the Boston 
newspapers generally; and be pleased also to honor me with yoxir 
views of National politics. 

As I am writing in the parlour amid a confusion of tongues you 
must excuse incoherency. Mrs. Mxmroe joins me cordially in re- 
spectful regards to you and your better part. Very truly yours, 

Isaac Munroe. 

I am truly surprised at the great vote Jackson got in N. H. 
Unless the greatest caution and vigilance is observed, HUl will have 
control of the State next year — himself the Governor! 

I have just read the full accoimt of the dinner to Major Ben.* I 
should like to have been present, it must have been lively.* 

Woodbury ' is talked of here as Secretary of the Navy — Cheves * 
for the Treasury, also Tazewell * — Drayton,* Hayne,' Eaton * and 
Benton * for the War — Livingston i* and poor old Crawford " for 
the State — Jona. Russell"* and Wm. King^ for Collector of Boston. 

• Benjamin Russell, long senior among the newspaper men in Boston. "The 
dinner was served up at the Exchange in Col. Hamilton's usual style of excel- 
lence, and hilarity and good feelings were the order of the day. Mr. R. retires 
to private life with the sincere good-will of those, who were his former associates 
in an arduous and responsible profession." Boston Patriot, November 17, 1728. . 

' For some speculations by a Massachusetts man upon the Cabinet, after the 
appointment, see Francis Baylies, in Proceedings, XLVI. 328. 
' Levi Woodbury. 

• Langdon Cheves. 

5 Littleton Waller Tazewell. 
° William Drayton. 
' Robert Young Hayne. 
' John Henry Eaton. 

• Thomas Hart Benton. 
'» Edward Livingston. 

" William Henry Crawford. 

" Jonathan RusseU, who had suffered in his controversy with John Quincy 
Adams and his lawsuit against Seth Hunt. 
" WilUam King. 
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From Hakrison Gray Otis' 

Beacon St., Dec'r 12, 1828. 

To THE Editor of the Patriot, Sir, — I am informed though 
not offidally that at a very respectable meeting of my Fellow 
Citizens last evening it was determined to support me as a Candi- 
date for the Mayoralty of this City. I hope that in tendering my 
respectful thanks to the gentlemen who composed that meeting, 
for the honor done me, I may not be considered as merely comply- 
ing with ceremonial forms. My gratitude is as sincere and profound 
as it could be if the office were an object of my pursuit, or if I felt 
myself competent to its arduous duties. But it is too late for me to 
re-enter upon a career of public duty in an office requiring not only 
incessant occupation of mind but great physical alertness. I will 
not profess my inadequacy to the first of these claims, before it is 
detected by others, but I can not disguise the impyediments to ful- 
filling the latter of them. My faculty of locomotion is occasionally 
impaired by lameness, and requires intervals of relaxation and 
repose to recruit it. In these intervals my feelings and the interest 
of the city would suffer. Mortification would be my portion and 
disappointment that of my supporters. Of this result I am so en- 
tirely persuaded, that no inducement — (not even my respect for 
the wishes of the gentlemen assembled and none more powerful 
could be felt by me) will encourage me to become a Candidate for 
the Office, or to enter upon its duties if chosen. 

H. G. Otis. 

D'r Sir, — You will oblige me by inserting this card, in your paper 
to-morrow. Respect'y yoiur obed. St., 

H. G. Otis. 

From John Bailey. 

Washington, 18 Dec., 1828. 

Dear Sir, — I have not written you earlier, because I could give 
you very little information of a positive character. We are now of 
the sect of Quietisfs, waiting and watching for the development of 
affairs. All of us agree that our policy is not at present to press, 
believing that very soon the majority will divide, and movements 
will be on foot for the next President. Mr. A[dams] is in very good 
health and very good spirits. The report that he will fix himself 

' This letter appeared in the Boston Patriot, December 13, 1828. In spite of 
this announcement Otis ran, and was elected. Morison, Harrison Gray Otis, n. 
251- 
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here is incorrect. He has taken a house by the month, intending to 
enter it before the 4th of March — say February — and not go to 
New England before April or May. He has a granddaughter bom 
2d inst. Mr. Clay is also in good health and spirits. Our Speaker* 
you see is in difficulty, and will not easily clear himself. He will 
scarcely be re-elected next Dec. A grand crowd from "the Patriot 
states" is expected to be here in February, but I think the parade 
on Gen. J[ackson]'s entree will be omitted, for wise reasons. We 
have now Gen. A. Smyth^ dissertating on the Constitution. Let me 
hear from you. Respectfully your friend, 

J. Bailey. 

From John Bailey. 

Washington, 7 Jan'y, 1830. 

Dear Sir, — I learn to-day from Mr. F.' that the terms of Mr. A. 
would be $3. for a letter of his usual length, I believe about two- 
thirds of a column, and $5. for a longer kind. These are his terms 
for several other papers whose correspondent he is. Mr. F. says 
he is remarkably well qualified for the business, and he is confident 
he would give satisfaction. If you shovdd think it desirable to 
have him on these terms, I shall be happy to hear from you to that 
effect. 

I find there were few if any nominations of recess appointments 
made on Tuesday. They probably will not be till the Virg[inia] 
Senators arrive. Many of the Jacksonians are very sore about 
Baldwin's appointment.* Ramsey of Pennsylvania^ — a warm 
partizan — sits by me in the house. Yesterday when he took his 
seat I said to him, "Well, your friend Baldwin is nominated." "My 
friend?" said he, "no; your friend — it is your friend Baldwin." 

Arnold* finished his speech to-day. To-morrow Lea' speaks. 
I do not expect A. will succeed, though I think he has more in his 
favor than he had at first. 

The judiciary bill is postponed, on account of the contested elec- 
tion. It's fate is uncertain. Yours truly, 

J. Bailey. 

' Andrew Stevenson (1784-1837). 

' Alexander Smyth (1765-1830). He came to Virginia from Ireland in 1775. 

• Peter Force? 

• Henry Baldwin, of Pittsburg, who succeeded Justice Bushrod Washington 
on the Supreme Court. See Proceedings, XLVi. 337. 

' William Ramsey (1779-1831). 

• Benedict Arnold, of New York. 

' Pryor Lea (1794- after 1847), of Tennessee. 
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From John Bailey. 

Washington, 19 Feb., 1830. 

Dear Sir, — Will it be an apology for my long delays to answer 
several points in your last letter, that I have many others of earlier 
date yet unanswered? I fear it is a poor one. Perhaps a better one 
will be to appeal to your knowledge of the thousand and one avoca- 
tions that every day presents to one situated as we are here. 

Before this reaches you, you will have seen the rejection of L. 
Williams 34 to 11 — supposed to be from the strong appeals made 
to the Senate on old party grounds. A motion has been made to 
re-consider — its fate uncertain. This is the only rejection that 
has been made, though enough has been done to indicate that some 
others will take place — Lee ' it is fully believed — Henshaw,^ 
Hill,^ and Kendall,* etc., it is hoped. The late and still existing de- 
bate on Foot's resolution ^ has tended rather to combine the two 
portions of the majority. 

You ask if we of the Minority do not omit organization too long. 
I think not. I think the chance of gain from the course is greater 
than that of loss. 

In relation to Troup's absence, I believe the cause assigned was 
the real one — the death of the female who had charge of his family 
of children, which rendered his presence very necessary.' 

The jarrings of the Cabinet are composed (not healed I presiune) 
for the present. It seems to me impossible that harmony can long 
continue, even ostensibly. 

So Rail-roads in Mass'tts are dead. Why cannot individuals 
imite and get incorp'd for constructing one from B. to Providence. 
I do believe it would be a good investment. It ought to be made 
with some reference to a branch to Taunton. 

Will Morton make a formidable fight? Yours truly, 

J. Bailey. 

From Seth Sprague.' 

[March, 1830.] 
Dear Sir, — I understand the Republican convention have nom- 
inated Doctor Arad Thompson * of Middleborough and Solomon 

1 William Lee, son of General Henry Lee of Virginia. 

' David Henshaw, of Massachusetts, collector of customs at Boston. Pro- 
ceedings, XLV. 171. 

» Isaac Hill (1778-1851). * Amos Kendall (1789-1869). 

' Which gave rise to the Webster-Hayne debate. 

' III health he gave as the reason, and wished to resign. Harden, George M. 
Troup, 508. 

' (1787-1856), best known for his speech of reception to Webster at Marshfield. 

' (1786-1845). See Weston, History of Middleboro, 240. 
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Lincoln Jr. Esq. of Hingham for Senators. I am pleased to learn 
that Mr. Thompson is an Adams Republican and Lincoln you 
know is not a Jackson man. They are both men of the first re- 
spectability. Mr. Thompson I am well acquainted with and he is 
really an excellent man highly esteemed by his acquaintance for 
his modesty and moral virtue celebrated as a Physician and will 
do honour to the coimtry if elected. I am pleased with the selection. 
I had some fears, but am told they had a large and respectable 
convention. I hope you will treat the nomination with candour 
and liberality. I am doubtful whether the National Republi- 
cans had a single [Republican of the Old School at their conven- 
tion, their chairman I am not acquainted with. Yours with much 
respect and unfeigned regard. 

S. Sprague, Jr. 

I see the Daily Advertiser has a commimication attacking Peleg 
Sprague.i I should like it if you would give Mr. Hale a little editorial 
rebuke. Yours, 

S. Sprague. 
From John Bailey. 

WAsmuGTON, 9 April, 1830. 

Dear Sir, — Your favor of the sth with the votes of Boston, etc., 
as well as a previous one giving early returns of the New Hamp- 
shire election. For both of them I thank you. They both gave 
information in anticipation of the regular accounts, and were highly 
acceptable. 

Of news here we have not much. The nominations are hung up 
for the present, and I am happy to have very strong hope that 
such nominations as Hill, Kendall, Noah,^ Henshaw, etc., will be 
rejected. Time alone however can test. The Indian discussion 
has commenced in the Senate. Frelinghuysen * has gone largely 
and ably into the subject, in reply to a very inconclusive speech of 
Judge White of Tenn.^ M'Kinley' has commenced a rejoinder, 
avowing the broad principle (if I imderstood on five minutes' at- 
tention) that the Indians have no rights'. Georgia is the Sovereign, 
and therefore may do just what she pleases, though he thought 
doubtless humanity might come into the business, yet this is wholly 
at her option. Most probably the House will not take up the 

' (i 793-1880). He was United States Senator from Maine (1829-35) a^id * 
brother of the writer of this letter. 

• Mordicai Manuel Noah (1785-1851). 

• Theodore Frelinghuysen (1787-1862), of New Jersey. 

• Hugh Lawson White (1773-1840), of Tennessee. 
' John McKinley {d. 1852), of Alabama. 
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subject till the Senate shall have acted. We are toiling on the 
Buffalo & New Orleans road, but find it heavy work. 

The affair of the Telegraph and New York Courier and Enquirer is 
an index of what all have believed must sooner or later happen. 
It has now gone so far that retreat is scarcely possible. No overt 
fact has shown a participation of the principals either in the pub- 
lications or the feelings necessarily resulting from them. Yet it 
cannot be doubted in either respect. Nor can notoriety be long 
withheld from the latter. In the mean time it is our course to avoid 
systematic efforts as long as possible. I do not think we have yet 
lost by inaction. We have now from five to seven weeks — more 
probably the latter. 

I had got thus far when, listening to a debate in which Cambre- 
leng,i Drayton ^ and Martin * were engaged relative to a Charleston 
hospital. A member from North Carolina sitting by me said, "Do 
you see when a subject relating to South Carolina or New York 
comes up, what bitterness there is shown? " This is mentioned only 
as a "sign of the times." 

I am heartily glad that Lincoln will be elected by a strong vote. 
Let me hear from you. Yours, 

J.B. 

P.S. April 10. To-day an incident like that of yesterday oc- 
curred. A Resolution from the Military Committee calling on the 
Secretary of War to report to the next Session a plan for reducing 
the officers of the army was supported by Desha,* Polk,^ Drayton, 
etc., and opposed by Cambreleng. The hour expired, and it lies 
over. 

From John Bailey. 

Washington, 24 April, 1830. 

Dear Sir, — The great question respecting the Indians was 
taken in the Senate to-day. Frelinghuysen's amendment (going to 
the protection of the Indians) was negatived — 20 to 27. Hendricks,' 
Noble,' and Johnston * (Indiana and Louisiana have Indians) were 
the only friends of the late adm[inistratio]n who voted in the ma- 

* Churchill Caldom Cambreleng (1786-1862), of New York. 
' William Drayton (1776-1846), of South Carolina. 

• William D. Martin (i 789-1833), of South Carolina. 

♦ Robert Desha {d. 1849), of Tennessee. 

' James Knox Polk (1795-1849), of Tennessee. 

• William Hendricks (1783-1850), of Indiana. 
' James Noble {c 1790-1831), of Indiana. 

' Josiah Stoddard Johnston (1784-1833), of Louisiana. 
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jority — Barnard ^ the only Jacksonian in the minority. Wood- 
biuy, Sanford,^ Dudley* and Dickerson* were the only Senators 
northeast of Virginia, Kentucky and Indiana, who voted against 
the Indians. General Samuel Smith absent. 

1 have strong hopes that the House will interpose the protecting 
arm of the nation in support of public faith. 

In the House the impeachment of Judge Peck ^ has been voted 
by more than two-thirds. Yours in haste, 

J. Bailey. 

From John Bailey. 

Washington, 22 May, 1830. 

Dear Sir, — I ask of you the favor to send my paper to Milton 
P. O. after the paper of Wednesday the 26th. 

Noah is here, and has been to-day nominated again to the Senate. 
He has been here about a week. Whether he and the President 
have gained over one of the 25 or not, I do not know. Tazewell, 
who voted against him, is absent for the session, leaving 24 to 23. 
Marks' has been ill, but has been in his seat to-day. No nomination 
yet in Hill's place. What is to be done is a subject of speculation 
but not of knowledge. 

On Monday we shall again take up the Indian bill, and shall 
probably take some decisive question on that or the next day. It 
will be a very dose vote. We have strong hopes of success, but still 
are in danger of defeat. If we succeed, it will most probably be by 
adopting Hemphill's' amendment. Yours in truth, 

J. Bailey. 

From John Bailey. 

Washington, Sunday mom'g, 4 o'clock, 
30 May, 1830. 

Dear Sir, — We have been in session since ten o'clock yesterday 
morning, except a recess from four to six p. m. Since ten o'clock 
in the evening we have had to contend for every inch against a 
most determined effort of the minority to delay by every possible 
motion to adjoins, lay on the table, call the house, etc. — calling 
for the ayes and noes on every occasion. We have had during the 

' Isaac D. Barnard (1791-1834), of Pennsylvania. 

2 Nathan Sanford (1777-1838), of New York. 

' Charles Edward Dudley (1780-1841), of New York. 

* Mahlon Dickerson (1770-1853), of New Jersey. 

' James H. Peck, of the United States District Court in the state of Mis- 
soiui. He was tried but acquitted. 

• William Marlu (1778-1858), of Pennsylvania. 

' Joseph Hemphill (1770-1842), of Pennsylvania. 
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time several very important bills in hand; among them the Massa- 
chusetts Claim bill, the tonnage bill, the light-house and harbor 
bill, etc., etc. We have passed them all. The yeas and nays on 
Massachusetts Claim are ayes 86, nays 22 (taken this moment). 

The Massachusetts Claim bill is changed from that of the Senate, 
making it similar to the one reported a few years ago, providing 
that the claim be referred to the accoimting ofiScers of the treasury, 
and that it be paid when the troops were not too many, were called 
out on invasion or well grounded apprehension of it, were called 
out by United States authority, or afterwards recognized, etc. 

Excuse extreme haste. Yoiu-s, 

John Bailey. 

P.S. The amendment goes to the Senate, but will doubtless be 
concurred in. 

From John Collins Warren » 

Boston, Jime 21, 1830. 

Dear Sir, — Agreeably to your request I send you some papers 
relating to dissections. The Ms. is a concise history of Anatomy — 
which I thought you might be desirous to look over; as affording 
a view of the groundwork of the subject. 

It gives me great pleasiire and will to the whole community to 
lind that you take an interest in this subject, of such vital impor- 
tance to the welfare and honour of our community. 

Should we succeed in getting the study legalized in this State, it 
would raise us high in the estimation of the Philosophical world in 
this country and abroad. With great respect Yrs, 

J. C. Warren. 

Be so kind as to return the Ms. when you have done with it. 

The others it is not necessary to trouble yourself to return. In 
the last Quarterly Review but one; and in the last Christian Examiner 
are valuable papers on the subject. 

From William Wolcott Ellsworth.' 

Hartford, July 22d, 1830. 

Dear Sir, — I have this morning received a circular, from Boston, 
with your name attached to it, with others. I am truly happy to see 

* (1778-1856). In 1830 an application was made by the Medical Sodety to 
the legislattire to permit dissection, "and an extensive and valuable Report was 
prepared by John B. Davis, Esq., and read before the House of Representatives." 
Warren, Life of John Collins Warren, i. 410. 

2 (1791-1868). 
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this movement and will early inform you of what is done here. At 
present, I can only say that three if not four of the Newspapers of 
this City, out oifive, have nominated Henry Clay; who is, beyond all 
questions, the most prominent and promising candidate in this region. 
Our State politics are in such an vmsettled condition that I can't 
now say what may be expected. There is I trust a great majority 
opposed to the Administration. With great respect, Your Hiunble 
Serv't, 

Wm. W. Ellsworth. 

From Dxjtee Jerattld Pearce.' 

Newport, Jvily 23d, 1830. 

Dear Sir, — Yovir favor of the 19th I have received. A Great 
Majority of the people of this State, is opposed to General Jackson, 
and his adnainistration, and it will so appear whenever there is an 
organized opposition to that administration. We have, however, 
experienced great embarrassments from not having our candidate in 
the field, which will increase until Mr. Clay is placed properly be- 
fore the people. Further delay may be dangerous. It is time the ball 
was put in motion. Although the people of this County will not 
be behind their neighbours, it would be better to begia the work in 
this State, in the Coimty of Providence, the most populous coimty 
in the State. You can hereafter address me and Nathaniel S. 
Ruggles, on any subject connected with an opposition to the present 
administration. I have nothing of importance to communicate. 
The newspapers generally furnish us with favorable indications. 
The West will as I think do well. We have much to hope for in New 
York. I have not yet seen in Pennsylvania such evidences of 
changes as I could wish. Very respectfully yours, 

Dutee J. Pearce. 

Isaac Munroe to A. H. Everett,* N. Hale,' and J. B. Davis. 

Baltimoke, July 23, 1830. 

Gentlemen, — I have just received your letter of the 19th, and 
hasten to reply as you desire. I can assure you that the friends of 
Mr. Clay in this State are not umnindful of the importance of con- 
cert, organization and action, to secure his success, at the next 
election. We have now on hand an important election which takes 

» (1789-1849). 

' Alexander Hill Everett (1792-1847), editor of the North American Review. 
* Nathan Hale, editor and proprietor of the Boston Daily Advertiser. See i 
Proceedings, xvra. 270. 
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place the first Monday in October next, which turns entirely upon 
the question — Jackson or Clay. We have now, as you probably 
are aware, a Jackson Governor, Council, Senate and House, and all 
the offices in the State of the least iinp)ortance, are now held by 
Jackson men. To prostrate, at a blow, such a host, is no ordinary 
work, and on the face of things, it looks rather appalling, but we 
shall go to work — aye, we are at work in good earnest, and 'shall 
demolish the whole fabric t Yes, unless something occurs more than 
can possibly now be conceived of, the Clay party in Maryland will 
trixmiph in October by a most decisive majority. We have the very 
best accoimts almost daily from all parts of tie State, which fully 
authorise me to give you this assurance; and I do not know a Jack- 
sonite in this city who dares to hazard anything to the contrary. 
Yet they are called upon from head-quarters to make a struggle, 
and this call they will obey, but to no effect. Our friends are alive 
to the evils that have already been inflicted upon the country, and 
are determined to put an end to the calamity in this State at least. 

So far as Maryland is concerned, deeming this as of the first im- 
portance, we are pretty well organized and the system is complet- 
ing. At the meeting of the Legislatiure (and perhaps before) in 
December, a complete organization will take place with regard to 
the Presidency, and you may set down Maryland as decided for Mr. 
Clay. Besides the revolution in public sentiment, coimties will go 
for him that could not be induced to go for Mr. Adams, particularly 
three of the Western coimties, say Frederick, Washington, and Al- 
leghany. I give you now this hasty outline, and, expecting shortly 
to be in Boston, it will then afford me pleasure to give you any de- 
tails that you may desire. 

I shall lay your letter before the friends of the cause in this city, 
and it will also be imparted to many of our friends in other parts of 
the State. To find their efforts so fully sustained by Massachusetts, 
will present a cheering incentive to increased exertion. I am very 
truly and cordially your friend and fellow-laborer, 

Isaac Munroe. 

P.S. I have written in the midst of newspaper avocations with 
the thermometer at 93 and rising. 

William Jarvis ' to A. H. Everett, N. Hale, and J. B. Davis. 

Weathersfield, Vt., July 24th, 1830. 
Gentlemen, — I have been favored with your Circular of the 
19th Inst, and was highly gratified to find, that my fellow-citizens 

' (1770-1859). See Appleton's Cyclopedia of American Biography. 
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in Massachusetts were so much in favor of the election of that dis- 
tinguished, able, upright, and straightforward statesman Henry 
Clay. Being opposed upon principle to the election of a headstrong 
miUtary man to the chief magistracy of this union, who by his pre- 
vious public life had clearly shewn that, neither the Constitution, or 
the laws of his country, nor the instructions of the Government were 
any barrier to the pursuit of such measures as his own arbitrary will 
or his vindictive temper had suggested to be expedient, I was still in 
hopes that he would select such a Cabinet as might keep his temper 
under some restraint and one that would recommend only such 
measures as were calcxilated to promote the well being of our country; 
for, otherwise, I felt persuaded that his election would be fraught 
with the greatest mischief to the purity of our repubUcan institutions. 
But, so far from my hopes being, even remotely, realized, it appears 
to me that his Cabinet have been the-advocates of, or have tamely 
fallen in with his views; and that the only evidence of mental powers 
which they have evinced, have been in a ctmning course of manage- 
ment and intrigue, and an artful sophistry calculated to gloss over 
their selfish, vindictive, corrupt and corrupting policy. 

To relieve our country from such an administration must be the 
ardent desire of every American who wishes to hand down to his 
children the blessings of the free institutions which we derived from 
our fathers. The talents, integrity and patriotism of Henry Clay 
eminently point him out as the man on whom pubUc opinion must 
concentrate to accomplish this desirable object. But, did I not 
entertain the highest opinion of the talents and sound judgment of 
yourselves, and the many distinguished men who immediately sur- 
round you, I should have had my doubts whether, under the existing 
hostiUty of the South to New England interests, and the coldness, 
at least, of the Middle and Western States towards us, if not some 
latent prejudices against us, it would not have been more prudent 
to have let this movement come altogether from the Western or 
Middle States, and we to have appeared as only following the track 
which they pointed out as being in accordance with our wishes. 
But I beg you to be assured. Gentlemen, that, whatever my age and 
infirmities will allow me to do, to forward so desirable an object, I 
shall cheerfully undertake. 

In reply to that part of your letter requesting me to communicate 
to you "the state of public sentiment on this great national ques- 
tion " in this state and vicinity, I can with pleasure assure you that in 
this County the voice of a very large portion of our freemen is de- 
cidedly in favor of Mr. Clay. The population of this County ^ is 

' Windsor County. 
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about 38,000, and I am persuaded that neither Jackson, Calhoun 
nor Van Buren could obtain 1,000 votes for President, nor do I be- 
lieve 500. We have, however, a pretty niunerous body of anti- 
masons who are generally opposed to the present administration; 
but who would not give their votes to Mr. Clay if he is a mason; but 
if not I think he will have their united vote. This body. Gentlemen, 
I think ought to be attended to in New York, Pennsylvania, this 
State and wherever else anti-masonry has taken much foothold. 
Should Mr. Clay not be a mason, from what I know of the anti- 
masons in this State, I am persuaded, that by a conciliatory course 
of conduct, and some address, the whole of that party might readily 
be brought to his support, which I think to be an object well worthy 
of attention. 

In Rutland Coimty which is the next largest in the State, and 
where I have recently been, I find Mr. Clay to be decidedly the 
popular candidate, and I believe him to be the favorite candidate 
throughout the State, with the exception of some 20 or 30 towns 
where Jacksonism has a small majority. 

Will it be better to organize a State Committee for the present, 
and sometime hence extend them to the Counties, and subsequently 
to the towns; or forthwith organize a Committee in each County and 
extend them to such Towns as are doubtful? You must be sensible 
that much more exertion will be necessary in wavering or doubtful 
Counties and Towns, than in those whose opinions are decidedly in 
favor of Mr. Clay's election. 

The good work is going well on in Kentucky but I do not perceive 
much movement in Ohio, Indiana or New York. In Pennsylvania 
I apprehend the public mind is not at present sufficiently cured of 
their old prejudices in favor of Jackson to take any very decided 
stand in favor of Mr. Clay. Must they not be weaned from their 
misdirected attachment to a perfidious and cruel foster-father, be- 
fore they win adopt another, even although that other is really 
friendly to their interests, feelings and wishes? 

Appearances indicate that the feelings of Virginia in favor of her 
gifted son Mr. Clay may finally overcome her prejudices against 
the American system with the great mass of the people, notwith- 
standing the opposition of the high-flying politicians of the Rich- 
mond jimto. 

With the assurance of my high respect, I remain, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

Wm. Jarvis. 
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From Akdkew Leonard Emerson. 

Portland, 26th July, 1830. 

Dr. Sir, — I was much gratified to perceive by the receipt of the 
Circular from you, that a system of operations for the next Presi- 
dential Election was already commenced. We have not yet ap- 
pointed any Committees of Correspondence, all our attention being 
engrossed by the preparation for our State Elections in September. 
We will however seasonably attend to that subject, and in the mean 
time, any information you may want will be cheerfully furnished 
by me and others of our friends in this town. 

We have not been immindf ul of the proposal to nominate Mr. Clay 
at our State Convention and have frequently discussed the expe- 
diency of the measure; but we difiEer in opinion on the subject. There 
are two objections to the step at this time, which induce some to 
think it inexpedient; its effect on our State Election, and the effect 
on the measure abroad, if we fail in this State. The parties are 
about equal in this State, and many of our warmest friends, partic- 
ularly in this Coimty, are opposed to the American System; in such 
a situation it is not best to hazard any thing; if we were sure of pre- 
vailing here the measure would be pohtic, as it is, it might injure us. 
Again — if we nominate Mr. Clay and fail of carrying our State 
Election, the effect will be bad in other States and produce the 
impression that the State is decidedly opposed to him. These con- 
siderations have inclined me to believe that it will not be expedient 
to nominate him at present in this State. If we re-elect Mr. Huntoon * 
and have a majority in the Legislature, there is every reason to be- 
lieve that this State will throw all (or nearly all) its Electoral votes 
for Clay; if we fail the reverse will probably take place. Our friends 
are resolute, active and sanguine of success, but I think the issue 
doubtful. There are many however, who think it will be well to 
nominate Mr. Clay at our Convention, and they may procure the 
adoption of the measure; I have also seen several letters from Massa- 
chusetts, urging the measure — among others one from General 
Dearborn and another from Mr. Sprague of Salem. 

Any communications to Joseph Adams, Esq., Nathan Cumings, 
Esq., or myself will be attended to. Respectfully your friend, 

A. L. Emerson. 

1 Jonathan Glidden Huntoon (i. 1851), a native of Unity, N. H. 
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Fkom Philip Richard Fendall.* 

Washington, July 27, 1830. 

Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a circular, 
dated at Boston on the 20th inst. and signed by yourself, Mr. A. H. 
Everett and Mr. Hale. In compliance with a request contained in 
it, I address this my answer to you. 

No di£Eerence of opinion can exist among Mr. Clay's political 
friends throughout the Union on the expediency of immediate and 
concerted action in order to secure success to the great principles 
of which he is the representative; and they cannot but perceive with 
lively satisfaction that an early movement on this subject has been 
made in the great State of Massachusetts. The example set in a 
State so niustrious as she is in the Revolutionary and Constitutional 
history of our country, will inspirit the friends of our cause every- 
where, and will, there is no room for doubting, be speedily and ex- 
tensively followed. The recent popular movements in Kentucky 
have placed Mr. Clay before the People, in a manner at once the 
most impressive and the least liable to misconstruction. To give 
effect to the nomination thus made, the plan indicated by yoiur 
Committee is, in the present state of things, indispensable. 

A plan similar to that which your Committee desire to see put 
in operation had occurred so early as last summer, to the friends of 
Mr. Clay in this District, as deserving their attention. About that 
time they assembled, and appointed a Committee to correspond, at 
the proper time, with such other Committees as might be established 
throughout the country, with the same common object. Mr. 
Richard S. Coxe,^ a distinguished member of the Washington bar, 
was appointed its chairman. I have handed to him the letter which 
I am now answering, and it will be laid before the Committee at a 
meeting to be held this evening for the purpose of receiving it. They 
will commimicate their views in detail to you; and I need not there- 
fore at this time say more than remark generally, that public senti- 
ment in this District is warmly and by an overwhelming majority 
hostile to the present Administration and friendly to Mr. Clay. Such 
dispositions on the part of the People of the District are, though they 
have no votes, not unworthy of attention. The political centrality 
of Washington, its contiguity to several Congressional Districts in 
Maryland, and other considerations which will readily present them- 

1 (1794-1868). In 1829 Van Buren had dismissed liim from the Department 
of State. He became a prominent lawyer at Washington and held office. His 
intention of writing a history of the Adams' administration (1825-1829) was 
never fulfilled. 

* Mention of him wiU be found in Adams, Memoirs. In 1846 he wrote a Review 
of the Relations between the United States and Mexico. 
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selves to your mind, render it a point of importance. Our adver- 
saries at the last Presidential election made good use of it; and it may 
be hoped that the efficiency of their "Central" Committee here 
may stimulate us to imitate their diligence as much as we eschew 
their principles. I am, Sir, with great respect, Yr. Obt. Servant, 

P. R. Fendall. 



John W. Taylor ' to A. H. Everett, N. Hale, and J. B. Davis. 

Ballston Spa, [N. Y.,] July 28, 1830. 

Gentlemen . — At the last Presidential election, the northeastern 
quarter of the State of New York, gave to Mr. Adams its entire vote. 
The election of General Jackson, in its manner and triumphant ma- 
jority, filled the minds of our friends with despondency and many 
were ready to give all up for lost. At our election last autumn, for 
Senator and Members of Assembly, nearly all the coimties in the 
district above mentioned went against us. Oiu: case appeared hope- 
less; and woxild have continued so to. the present moment, had it not 
been for the folly, proscription and misrule of the present adminis- 
tration. But the People begin to be alarmed. Plain sensible farmers 
in their daily intercourse with each other are heard to say "Oiu: 
liberties are in danger." "Jackson governs the United States like 
a conquered coimtry!" "We must resist or our freedom is gone 
forever." " We may as well die fighting as to lie down in the furrow." 
I put these expressions in quotation because they are the very words 
used, and in some cases by those who were loudest in support of the 
Hero. 

In regard to our candidate, public sentiment here is well united. 
It points clearly to Henry Clay. His principles are pure and manly. 
His talents of tie first order are well known to the nation. Even his 
failings lean to the side of magnanimity, liberality and hximan 
rights. If elected he will be President in fact, and not a catspaw for 
intriguers. The battle has to be fought . On one side are the friends 
of the constitution, of real national independence, and freedom of 
opinion. On the other, the personal adherents of a man who has 
proved himself incompetent to the duties of the high station to which 
fortuitous circumstances have elevated him. 

It matters not how soon our candidate is formally announced. As 
it was with Thomas Jefferson in 1798 so is it with Henry Clay now: 
He is the Republican candidate by general consent, and will be sup- 
ported as such whether nominated or not. 

We are no great hands in this quarter for public meetings. Our 

1 (1784-1854). 
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electioneering campaigns are short and sharp, but as we have to 
choose our representatives the first of November, it is probable we 
shall meet after haying and harvest is over to talk about our candi- 
dates and other public matters. Very faithfully Your obed. servt., 

John W. Taylor. 

From Peleg Sprague. 

Halloweix, [Me.,] Aiig. 2d, 1830. 

Dear Sir, — I herewith send you the account of the proceedings 
of our State Convention of the 30th of July. The number assembled 
I have no doubt exceeded two thousand. All the Counties excepting 
Washington were represented. The feeling in favor of Mr. Clay was 
evidently very strong and decisive. The resolution with respect to 
him is not stronger than the general sentiment there exhibited, and 
will be cordially received by those opposed to General Jackson in 
all parts of the State. We shall have a vigorous contest this fall — 
our friends are confident of success — but I cannot but indulge some 
fears of the effect of the organization, discipline and activity of oiu- 
opponents. I have omitted answering the letter of Mr. Everett, Mr. 
Hale and yourself until this time that the doings of the Convention 
might be communicated at the same time. I am very respectfully 
yolurs, P. Sprague. 

From Andrew Leonard Emerson. 

Portland, [Me.,] 7th Augvist, 1830. 

Dear Sir, — I was much gratified on the receipt of your letter to 
perceive the interest which om- Boston friends take in pur election: 
I agree with you it is of very great importance that we should suc- 
ceed and I have been devoting my miwearied exertions for that pur- 
pose. Notwithstanding my fears I think we shall conquer, but our 
strength is so equally balanced, that any remission of exertion on 
our part, even in one town, may be decisive against us. I have the 
misfortune of being Chairman of our State Conunittee, and conse- 
quently very great labor to perform: our friends in each Coxmty as- 
sure us of a gain, but they may be deceived, and we cannot yet 
estimate the effects of that History which is spread over the State. 
I am afraid of Oxford and Penobscot Counties, whose territories are 
large, and traversed only by Census-takers with their electioneering 
documents. The sinews of war are not abundant in those regions 
among our friends, who have no United States Treasury to resort 
to: Portiand has already been burthened beyond her proportion, 
and has enough to do to look to this County. There are one or two 
Presses in a sinking state and require nutriment: you can know 
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nothing in Massachusetts of the many obstacles we have to contend 
with, where we fear danger in every step and yet must assume every 
appearance of confidence. A few judicious letters signed perhaps by 
your corresponding Committee (not a printed Circular) encouraging, 
urging and persuading, and directing their attention to the impor- 
tance of our Election, may produce a favorable effect. Let there be 
nothing like dictation in them, and seal them in such manner that 
no Post Office spy can read the contents. I add the names of those 
to whom you may safdy direct the letters. Wm. Clark * Esq. 
Counsell. at Law, Hallowell. Edward Kent ' Esq., Bangor, Couns. 
at Law. William Emmons Esq., Augusta. Hon. Ebenezer S. 
Phelps,^ Fairfield, Somerset Co. Hon. Solomon Parsons, Sebec, 
Penobscot Co. Wm. Stevens Esq., Belfast, Couns. at Law. Hon. 
Rewel Washburn,' Livermore, Oxford Co. Levi Whitman Esq., 
Norway, Oxford Co. Couns. at Law. James Osgood Esq., Fryburgh. 
Benj. Folsom ' Esq., Eastport. Samuel M. Pond * Esq., Couns. at 
Law, Buxport. Timothy Boutelle ^ Esq. Couns. at Law, Waterville. 
Hon. Joseph Dane,^ Kennebunk. Perhaps you, or some friend in 
Boston, may be personally acquainted with some one named; if so a 
letter from one acquainted will be better received. These secret 
confidential letters have a fine effect — do not neglect them xmless 
too troublesome. I presume Mr. Sprague ^ and Mr. Holmes have 
been written to by Mr. Webster or some other of your eminent men; 
Mr. H. is zealous and active, a little urging will not hiurt Mr. Sprague. 
I have answered your inqiiiries relative to sinews, etc. ; you can see 
whether we need strengthening in the remote Counties. I may be 
in Boston next week, and if so wiU give you a call; I am very de- 
sirous to be- absent about three weeks, and if I can get away will see 
you on my journey. Respectfully your friend, 

A. L. Emerson. 

From George Evans. 

Gakdinee, [Me.,] Aug. 19, 1830. 

Dear Sir, — I am your debtor for one or two letters upon p(Jiti- 
cal affairs, to which ihe pressure of my engagements professional, 
political and miscellaneous, has prevented an earlier reply. As the 

* These were members of the Maine House of Representatives in 1830. 
» In the Maine Senate in 1830. 

* (1793-1878), member of Congress, and uncle of C. C, Elihu B., and Israel 
Washbiim — all serving in Congress in the succeeding generation. 

* (1778-1858), a member of Congress in succession to John Holmes, chosen 
Senator. 

' Peleg Sprague. 
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election approaches, the public feeling becomes more and more 
excited. So far as I am able to judge, there have been many more 
changes in our favor, than against us since last year — and if the 
whole people could be got to the polls, we should have a very large 
majority. The greatest difficulty we have to fear is, a remissness 
and apathy in this respect. Accounts from almost every part of the 
State are encouraging. The Jackson men doubtless brag and bluster 
a good deal — they are accustomed to this mode of warfare, and 
probably have occasionally gained votes by it — but their pretence 
of great gain in Penobscot and elsewhere is unfounded. It is now 
the time to come out with the facts relative to the Massachusetts 
claim, if you intend to do it at all. It ought pretty clearly to be 
shown, that by means of the travelling habits of the Cabinet, we 
shall be delayed in the receipt of our money, till after another Ses- 
sion — which I have no doubt is the intention of the Secretary of 
War. It is the plan of the Administration to keep as much money 
in the Treasury, imtil after Congress meet, as possible — to show 
as great a saving as practicable, and how much less money is spent 
now than under the last Administration. 

What is the truth of the story via New Brunswick, that the West 
Indian ports are to be opened forthwith? It ought to be exploded, 
if it is a trick, as I very much suspect. 

Our State Convention had an admirable effect, it went off well. 
So also our County Convention here. We are to have an address out 
tomorrow, which I think will fall like a bomb into the enemy's camp. 
It will make a devil of an uproar somewhere. Depend upon it, we 
are not idle — everything that can be done, will be done, and 
Maine will be saved. Very truly Your friend and ob't Serv't, 

Geo. Evans. 

From R. H. Chinn to A. H. Everett, N. Hale, and J. B. Davis. 

Lex[ington,] Ky. August 27. 1830. 

Gentlemen, — The drcxilar which you were pleased to address 
to Colonel Quarles has been handed to me by him with the request 
that I as a member of the Committee of Correspondence would at- 
tend to its contents. The East will be met by the West in a most 
hejirty co-operation of all fair and honorable means for the attainment 
of the objects proposed by you. In these degenerate days the ordi- 
nary channels of information are not to be relied upon and the plan 
suggested therefore becomes necessary. Without any gile I do de- 
clare my entire conviction that Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, 
Missouri and Louisiana will give an imdivided support to Mr. Clay. 
Beyond all other indications that have manifested themselves there 
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is one which is observable to all who have passed through the valley 
of the Mississippi. That Hurra-spirit of Jacksonism, so powerful in 
its operation upon vulgar minds and which spread its poisonous 
breath over these United States, hath fled, and we hope forever. 

Love of consistency induces many yet to adhere to an administra- 
tion and a party whom they would had never existed, but their ad- 
herence is of the silent and inactive order and which does most gen- 
erally precede a [c]hange. 

There is one subject of interest in which Mr. Clay's friends here 
would be pleased to have your advice at this time. At our succeed- 
ing general assembly a Senator for Congress is to be chosen.^ Ought 
Mr. Clay to be elected? It is a question about which there is much 
diversity of opinion here. It is not doubted but that he could be 
returned by a handsome majority. It would produce no disaffection 
amongst his friends here. He has no rival, and would have no com- 
petitor even in silence. Whether the efifect would be salutary 
throughout the nation is the question. Whether he could serve the 
party best in or out of Congress? I doubt not he would be inclined 
to pursue the advice of his friends upon this subject. 

We suggest to you the propriety of disseminating your circulars 
throughout the towns and villages in the West generally. From such 
individuals it presents itself in a more imposing character than any 
thing which might be originated at home. If it be necessary we 
could fmnish you with the names of individuals who might be 
profitably addressed. Be pleased hereafter to address your commimi- 
cations to Robert Wickliffe Esqr. Covmsellor at Law, Lexington, 
Kentucky, who is the chairman of our Committee of Correspondence. 
Very Resp'y Your friend, 

R. H. Chinn. 

From Solomon Lincoln, Jr.' 

HnjGHAM, Oct. 1, 1830. 

My DEAR Sir, — The politics of Plymouth County and Congres- 
sional district begin to assume an interesting aspect, and present in- 
dications are that we shall soon have a new and I trust a better state 
of things among us. The declination of Mr. Richardson ^ agreeably 
to his fixed determination, months ago, has opened the electioneer- 
ing campaign full early for the harmony of the district. I have 
thought it might not be uninteresting to you to know some thing of 
our hopes and prospects at the ensuing congressional election, and 

' In place of John Rowan (1773-1853). Clay was chosen in succession. 
» (1804-1881). See I Proceedings, xoi. 381. 
» Joseph Richardson (1778-1871). 
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of the views of those who, having acted with you, are desirous that 
the Patriot should be advised of our arrangements. 

The project of sending Mr. Adams to Congress is not "children's 
play" but was thought of and considered well, before the Courier 
prematurely announced his name for the office.' We think him a 
good rallying point for those who wish to throw off the incubus of 
Jacksonism, to send an able man to Congress, and at the same time 
to compliment an abused patriot. With our federalism of the old- 
fashioned kind, clannish, selfish, and monopolising, with our old- 
fashioned republicanism, mingled with Jacksonism, with our anti- 
tariff and anti-Masonic parties to season the medley, we have in the 
Old Colony but little hope of being able to bring any of ovir politicians 
who have had much to do with parties recently, into the field for 
Congress, who can succeed. High above all our local prejudice and 
quarrels, free from our clannish and partisan politics stands Mr. 
Adams; and imder his banner we are willing to meet. 

But as there is no organisation of such a party in the County as 
will support Mr. Adams, our intention is to go to the old-fashioned 
Halifax caucus, and purify it by nominating Mr. Adams. We think, 
imless we are very much outgeneralled by our Jacksonians, [to] carry 
him there, and if we do not we shall secede and make a separate 
nomination, and appeal to the people. We have heard from many 
very respectable gentlemen in various parts of the Coimty who con- 
cur with us in the opinion that Mr. Adams is the only man we can 
choose, and that it is desirable to give him a good democratic nomina- 
tion to start with. Mr. Aaron Hobart * will have the favours of the 
Jacksonians. [Joseph E.] Sprague is not republican enough for them ! 
Sprague goes with us. In these views all our leading republicans in 
Hingham coincide, and among others we have heard from Hon. Seth 
Sprague, Jr., Hon. Josiah Robbins, Jacob H. Loud Esq.,' Artemas 
Hale,^ Esq. of Bridgewater, Col. Southworth of N. Bridgewater, 
Micah Pool Esq. of Abington, Daniel Spear Esq. of Quincy, Amon 
Robbins Esq. and Edward F. Jacobs Esq. of Scituate, Col. J. B. 
Barstow ^ of Hanover, James C. Doane * Esq. of Cohasset and others 
who fully approve of sending Mr. Adams to Congress and who will 
lend their aid for his support. 

Col. J. B. Timier, a fellow candidate with myself last Spring, and 

* Adams, Memoirs, vm. 238, et seq. 

' (1787-1858). See Historical Catalogue of Brown University, 97. 

* Jacob Hersey Loud (1802-1880). See Historical Catalogue of Brown Univer- 
sUy, I3S- 

* Artemas Hale (i 783-1864) served in Congress in succession to I. C. Bates. 
' John Burden Barstow (d. 1854). 

' James Cutler Doane, a shipmaster of Cohasset. 
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a leader in the Anti-Masonic party, has this moment said to me that 
he will do all he can for Mr. Adams. 

The only suggestion which has occasioned any embarrassment 
is, whether Mr. Adams would accept if chosen. On this subject — 
I have no reason to doubt. 

Mr. Adams will not be a candidate against any individual regularly 
nominated who thinks with him on National Politics, he will not be 
a candidate if the probability is, that he would receive a small vote, 
he will not be a candidate (avowed) of any party, but if handsomely 
chosen he will accept. 

I have had no interview with him nor am I authorised to say that 
any one else has, but I am led to believe the facts are as above rep- 
resented. I also learn that Mr. Everett thinks from a conversation 
had with him that he wotdd not decline. These are all the facts thus 
far developed, and you may be assured that there is a settled deter- 
mination to support Mr. Adams, let the result of caucus nominations 
be what they may. 

Should we not be able to give Mr. A. a fair nomination at Halifax, 
he will be announced as the people's candidate, and we hope to carry 
him against every competitor. I also learn that Weston and others 
of our "Nationals" approve of Mr. Adams as a candidate. 

I wished to put you in possession of these facts that you may 
imderstand the movements in the district. 

Among candidates mentioned in the District in case Mr. Adams 
shovdd not be a candidate the following have been mentioned imder 
the following heads: 

Republican Federal Jacksonian 

Seth Sprague, Jr. WilUam BayUes ' 



Aaron Hobart 



Anti-Masonic 

Jacksonian Zechariah Eddy 

Peter H. Pierce Christopher Webb * 

Aaron Hobart Nathan Laselle, Jr. 

John B. Turner and a great 

National many others. 

Thomas P. Beal 
Nath'l M. Davis 

This letter shoiild be placed in your "receptacle of things lost 
upon earth." You will of course consider it as confidential, and 
help us if you can consistently. I am very respectfully Your friend, 

Solomon Lincoln, Jr. 

' William Baylies (1776-1863)- Historical Catalogue of Brown University, 81. 
» Christopher Webb (1781-1848), of Weymouth. 
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From Solomon Lincoln, Jr. 

HiNGHAM, Oct. 6, 1830. 

Sm, — I am requested by the Republican Committee of Plymouth, 
the wishes of a majority of whom are expressed within, to ask you 
to publish in the Patriot of Saturday next the enclosed notice. It was 
originally contemplated to have the meeting on Thursday 14th 
October, and perhaps a circular to that effect may have been sent to 
you for publication, if so we wish that notice not to be pubUshed, 
and if it should be in your paper before you receive this letter dis- 
continue it, notice the alteration, and publish the enclosed. The 
other members of the Committee will unquestionably approve of 
the alteration, when they learn the reasons which led to it. 

Our object is simply this to have the earliest convention in the 
County and to purify our democracy of all its sins by endeavouring 
to give a handsome nomination to 

John Quincy Adams. 

These letters should be placed in yovu: private bureau. Very respect- 
fully yours, etc. 

Solomon Lincoln, Jr. 



HiNGHAM Oct. 6, 1830. 

Hon. S. Lincoln jr. Dear Sir, 

Since we left Plymouth at the beginning of the week, circumstances have arisen 
which render it necessary that the Caucus should be on Tuesday the 12th in- 
stead of Thursday the 14th. We were two of the Committee, and having learned 
that Mr. Robbins who is in Boston is of the same opinion, you are requested to 
see that the Notices in the Newspapers are corrected accordingly .1 Yours 
respectfully, 

Jacob H. Loud 
Wm. p. Ripley. 



From Solomon Lincoln, Jr. 

HiNGHAU, Oct. 13, 1830. 

Sm, — I enclose the proceedings of the Republican Convention 
at Halifax, which you are requested to publish in the Patriot} 

' "The Republican citizens of Pl)Tnouth congressional District are requested 
to meet in Convention at Pope's Hotel, in Halifax, on Tuesday, the 12th of Oct. 
inst. at 10 o'clock A. m. to select a Candidate to represent this District in the 2 2d 
Congress." The National Republican notice called for a meeting at the same 
place on the 13th. 

* Printed in the Boston Patriot, October 16, 1830. See Adams, Memoirs, vm. 
242. 
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I have also enclosed a sketch of the proceedings of the Conven- 
tion for publication if you please, on Saturday. The facts stated in 
it should be known and will guard against misrepresentation. You 
will perceive that we have dissolved partnerships with the Jack- 
sonians.^ 

Mr. Adams was nominated to day with great imanimityat the 
National Republican Convention. 

If you think it advisable to condense the statement which I send 
you, you will of course feel at liberty so to do and oblige your friend, 

Solomon Lincoln, Jr. 



From Abbott Lawrence. 

[October 20, 1830.] 

• My dear Sir, — I think we should do well to have 200 more or 
perhaps 400 more of Appleton's Speech, for further distribution. I 
have written to Wm. P. Mason to send you an article tomorrow. 
Everett will send you something if you will call upon him. So will 
Blake. Some of £he Committee should call upon Sturgiss. Fuller is 
at Cambridge and has not done it — it is very important. Colonel 
Perkins is not to be found. Will you drum up the Committee and 
look to this — before dinner. Yours truly, 

Abbott Lawrence. 

From Daniel Wells.^ 

Geeentield, Mass., April 3, 1831. 

Dear Sir, — I received your letter late on the evening of Monday 
and was imder engagements which rendered it necessary to leave 
this town for Northampton early on Tuesday morning where I was 
detained during the most of the week in attendance upon Court. On 
this account as I could not attend to the business myself, I passed 
the letter and papers over to E. Alvord Esq. who distributed all of 
the papers but upon enquiry did not think best to call a meeting. 

The reasons which influenced this course were, that it could not 
be ascertained that there was any organized opposition to the re- 

' John B. Turner was nominated, "not a Jackson man, but merely to divide 
the vote, and in the hope that the Anti-Masons, who are to meet next week, will 
vote also for Turner." 76., 243. The returns of the election, as first reported, 
were: "Twenty-two towns gave 2563 votes, of which 1817 were for John Quincy 
Adams, 373 for Arad Thompson (Jacksonite), 279 for William Baylies (federal), 
and 96 scattering votes." lb., 245. 

' (1791-1854), chief justice of the Court of Common Pleas of the Common- 
wealth (1844-1854). 
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election of Governor Lincoln. We have with us considerable anti- 
masonry, but the leaders of the party are generally favourable to 
him. We are also threatened with a workingmen's party, which ap- 
pears somewhat formidable, and which if it ever acquire consistency 
may be, probably will be opposed to him. But in its incipient state 
it does not feel strong enough to appear in opposition to him, and 
indeed several of the most stirring of the [torn], from peculiar cir- 
cumstances in his favour I think you may be quiet in regard to this 
Coxmty. We shall do better I think than last year. The parties I 
have mentioned will be active in the Senatorial election but I think 
will generally cast their votes for Governor Lincoln. 

I regret that your speech on state expenditures was not earlier 
published and distributed. It is just the thing that is wanted to 
allay the spirit of discontent which has appeared to a considerable 
extent in various parts of the Conunonwealth, and which is eagerly 
seized upon by the ambitious and the tmprincipled to answer their 
personal ends. With much respect. Yours sincerely, 

Daniel Wells. 

From Charles Edward Forbes. 

Northampton, April 4, 1831. 

Dear Sir, — An incident of rather an amusing character has 
grown out of the want of organization on the part of the National 
RepubUcans. A package of the Boston Weekly Messenger-Extra, has 
been forwarded by some of our friends in Boston for distribution to 
C. P. Himtington Esquire of this place. Mr. H. is a Jackson man 
and probably would not take the deepest interest in the distribution 
of papers for his opponents. Please to see this mistake rectified for - 
the future. Yours respectfully, 

C. E. Forbes. 

[Endorsed,] To Col. John B. Davis, Boston, Mass. Fav'd by Mr. Whitmarsh. 

From Abbott Lawrence. 

[May 26, 1831.] 

My dear Sir, — Mr. Webster wishes to sign our petition. I wish 
to have his name, if you do not see him please write his name. I will 
be responsible. Yours, etc., 

Abbott Lawrence. 
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From Gamaliel Bradford.^ 

Boston, Aug. 2Sth, 1831. 

Sm, — At a meeting of the ^.B.K. Society, which was held in this 
City on Thursday the nth inst.,'' the report of a committee (ap- 
pointed at a special meeting, in Boston called by the President, to 
consider and report, if any amendments were necessary in the Con- 
stitution and Laws of the Society) was taken into consideration. 
The third article of that Report, contained a provision that the Laws 
of the Society reqxiiring an xmanimous vote for the admission of any 
member be so amended that a majority of two-thirds of the votes 
should be sufficient to admit. A motion to strike out the Article 
was lost by an even vote, thirty-two on each side. A motion to 
amend it by substituting three-quarters for two-thirds prevailed by 
a majority of thirty-eight to twenty-five; and the whole report thus 
amended was accepted. The undersigned having fovmd that the 
result so effected is not agreeable to a numerous body of the absent 
Members, has, after consultation, with several whose names stand 
high in our ranks, taken this method of apprizing the Society gener- 
ally, that at the coming annual meeting, motion will be made to 
restore the Law regulating admissions to its ancient form, hoping 
that Members who take an interest in the subject will attend the 
meeting at an early hour, in order to settle definitively and by a 
large vote, a question which has now for some years occupied the 
time and divided the opinions of the Society. Your Obt. Servt. 

Gamaliel Bradford. 

Class of 1814, 

From George Bliss.' 

Springfield, Octo. 12, 1831. 

Dear Sir, — I have certain information that Mr. Lathrop ^ has 
accepted the nomination of the antimasons, and has written them 
a letter which they will not dare to publish. He decidedly con- 
demns their prescriptive system, and their denunciation of Clay, 
avows himself the fast friend of Mr. C. and pledges his influence to 
his support. He commends the political comrse of Governor Lincoln, 
and quotes the most striking passages of the letter of Governor 

' (1795-1839). See Proceedings, xivn. 339. 

' Catalogue of the Harvard Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa (1912), 152. 

' (1793-1873)- 

* Samuel Lathrop (1771-1846), who had run for Governor in 1824, against 
William Eustis. He served four terms in Congress, and was State Senator for 
ten years. An account of the Anti-masonic Party in Massachusetts is in Mc- 
Carthy's essay in American Historical Association Report, 1902, i. 515- 
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Lincoln] to the antimasons as expressing his views entirely, and 
says he will not be the candidate of a party. 

From this state of facts, I have no doubt Mr. L[athrop] is to be 
run as a candidate of a religious party, united with the Antimasons 
and that he will be supported by those who differ from Governor 
Lpncoln] on religious grounds. 

I tho't it might be important to the friends of Governor Lpncoln] 
to have early advice of this resixlt. Make the most of the information, 
but do not expose me — bearing in mind that the last suggestion is 
conjectural, the other fact. In haste your friend, 

Geo. Bliss. 

From Emory Washbitrn.i 

Worcester, Oct. 27, 1831. 

Dear Sir, — Yoxu-s of the 2 2d came to hand yesterday. 

In reply I am sorry to state that altho there is a good state of 
feeling among the friends and political supporters of Governor 
Lincoln and a strong wish that he may be re-elected, there is very 
little action in concert upon the subject. There is the same indis- 
position to engage in conflict and collision among them, that there 
always is among men who, conscious of honorable motives in them- 
selves and in the enjoyment of what they esteem most desirable, 
are indisposed to suspect others of different motives and will hardly 
be persuaded to use efforts to convince people of what seems too 
obvious to need argument or persuasion. 

There has not been, moreover, any organization of the National 
Republican Party in this County. The Chairman of the County 
Committee was for some reason selected from a remote part of the 
County and tho the regular annual convention for nominating 
State and County officers was duly called and held, no central com- 
mittee was chosen and Mr. Hastings is too remote to lend any effi- 
cient aid in promoting the election. I have occasionally contributed 
articles for our papers here, and the same has been done by others. 
But what is everybody's business, you know, is scarcely ever done, 
and this has been true in this County in regard to this election. 

It was not, of course, my business to take the management of 
this affair into my hands, as I am both by inclination and private 
engagements hors-du-combat as a politician. But the interest I feel 
in the election of Governor Lincoln, and in sustaining that system 
of policy which he has always pursued, induces me very cheerfully 
to avail myself of the opportunity which you have presented by 
your letter, to make the communications that I do, and to suggest 

1 (1800-1877). See I Proceedings, xvn. 23. 
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to you that it is expedient to appoint a Central Committee for this 
Comity. If such a measure were taken by the State Committee I 
think an organization might yet be effected in the Coimty and much 
might thereby be done. There is moral and physical power enough 
to carry through this election successfully if it can only be put in 
motion, and I hope your committee will lend its aid in giving the 
necessary impulse. 

It may seem indecorous in me to nominate individuals to act as 
our Central Conunittee, should you think proper to appoint one, 
but you will pardon me for suggesting the names of the Hon. John 
Davis,' Otis Corbett,^ Esq., George T. Rice * and Thomas Kinnicutt,* 
Esq., who together with the present chairman Wm. S. Hastings 
would constitute an efficient committee. I have not consulted Mr. 
Davis but I have little doubt that if you were to address a com- 
munication to him it would be attended to. Very respectfully 
Your obt. servt., 

Emory Washburn. 

From Caleb Rice. 

W. Springfield, Oct. 27, 1831. 

Dear Sir, — Yours under date of the 2 2d Inst, is just received. 
I think it highly necessary that exertions should be made to ensure 
the re-election of Governor Lincoln, still I cannot believe at this 
time the Anti-masons can muster votes enough to prevent a choice 
by the people. We shall not probably have in this County more 
than 300 A: masonic votes, altho we shall have a strong Jackson 
vote and probably no choice for Senators. The course Mr. Lathrop 
has taken with the Anti-masons has very much disaffected his former 
political friends and will very much stimulate them in favour of 
Mr. Lincoln. Perhaps a short account wUl not be without its use. 
When Mr. L. was first addressed by the A: Masonic Committee at 
Boston he prepared an answer which was seen and read by several 
of his friends here, and was such an answer as they believed would 
not satisfy the Conamittee. It was rather severe not only against 
Masons but Anti-Masons as political parties. It was suggested to 
him that if he was put in nomination after receiving that letter, the 
Committee would not publish his answer to them as they had done 
Mr. Wirt's. He then told some gentlemen they should have a copy 

' (1787-1854), of Worcester. 

' .(d. 1868). He was a member of the State House of Representatives for seven 
years, from 1825-1835. 
» George Tilly Rice. 
* (1799-1858). Historical Catalogue of Brown University, 135. 
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for the press if they wished. He has since been called upon for the 
copy and now declines giving it. This course has very much dis- 
affected his friends at Springfield and will effect his votes in this 
Coimty; you may probably see more of this subject in print. I think 
it would be well that the several County Committees should write 
some one or more of the leading gentlemen in each town and by that 
means diffuse a little spirit and energy thro the whole body. I am 
in the midst of Jacksonism but hope we shall be able to hold way 
with them. Any other or different organization to ensure success, I 
will cheerfully approve and aid all in my power. I shall be pleased 
to hear from you on all occasions. Very respectfully yours etc. 

C. Rice. 

Fepm Samizel Bowles.* 

Springfield, Oct. 27th, [1831.] 

Deak Sir, — We have now ascertained that the letter which Mr. 
Lathrop wrote to the Anti-Masonic Committee, in which he en- 
tirely coincided with Governor Lincoln's views of Masonry and 
Anti-Masonry, and in which he avowed his long held preference for 
Mr. Clay for the Presidency, has been withdrawn, and will not be 
published, although he agreed with me and others that it should be 
published. Another letter of trifling purport has been substituted, 
which it is said will be published in the Boston Free Press, when they 
are ready to do it. Thus by silently consenting to be the candidate 
of the Anti-Masonic party, in the vain hope of office, he has placed 
himself in an unpleasant dilemma, and he shows it. We are disap- 
pointed and mortified at the course he has taken; but it will operate 
most to his injiuy. 

You are at liberty to make such use of this information as you 
think proper, considering my name as confidential. Yours very 
respectfully, 

Samxjel Bowles. 



From Charles Edward Forbes. 

Northampton, Oct. 28, 1831. 

Dear Sir, — Your circular of the 2 2d inst. has been received. 

There is no doubt, as is suggested, that a large majority in this 
County at least are National Republicans, but that a majority will 
vote for Governor Lincoln after the experience of the last election, 
is hardly to be anticipated. There are causes which operate against 

' (1797-1851). The weekly Springfield Republican was established in 1824. 
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the Governor here, which do not seem to be of so much influence in 
other sections of the State. 

And these causes are not of a political character. The political 
course pursued for some years past is believed to be generally ac- 
ceptable. The objections to him are rather sectarian than political. 

This state of things is, imdoubtedly, to be regretted by liberal 
minds in all sects. Such, however, is unquestionably the fact. 
The organization of the party is certainly very imperfect, if it can 
be said to exist at all. Until the receipt of your circular I did not 
know that there was even a central committee. Would it not be 
expedient for that Committee to appoint Coimty Committees, if it 
has not been done, and for the County Committees to appoint Com- 
mittees in the several towns in their respective counties? I am sat- 
isfied that a perfect organization of the party is becoming every day 
more necessary. Perhaps this cannot be done effectually before the 
next election — but that is no reason why it should not be done as 
soon as is practicable. In the meantime you may rest assured that 
the friends of the Governor in this place are neither indifferent nor 
lukewarm. They will give him such support at the approaching 
election as is within their power. Yours respectfully, 

C. E. Forbes. 

From William S. Hastings. 

Mendon, Oct. 29, 1831. 

Dear Sm, — On my retiun from Boston yesterday, I received 
yours of the 2 2d inst. recommending a more efl&cient organization 
of the National Republicans of this Coimty with a view to the ap- 
proaching election of Governor. Justice to ourselves and to Gov- 
ernor Lincoln vindoubtedly requires that every man, who regards the 
honor or welfare of the Commonwealth, should be simmioned to the 
Polls. With a full expression of public sentiment at the approaching 
election, the re-election of Governor Lincoln will be carried by a 
large majority. Whenever the electors of Worcester County have 
been called to the polls by any serious attempt to defeat the elec- 
tion of Governor Lincoln, they have given a cordial and strong sup- 
port to her favo\uite son, and the appearance of a third candidate in 
the field will only serve as a signal to them to rally round a tried 
and faithful public servant. Neither sectarian zeal, nor old political 
prejudices, nor the unreasonable requisitions and proscriptive spirit 
of anti-Masonry combined can corrupt the Heart of the Common- 
wealth. The arts of the Jacksonians have been found imavaiUng, 
and a reform of the political condition of the County they now con- 
sider as hopeless. 
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Some of the most distinguished and enlightened anti-masons of 
this Coimty regret that Mr. Lathrop has been nominated. They 
consider his nomination as unfortunate both for their party and for 
the State, as Governor Lincohi is probably as much an Anti-Mason 
as Mr. Lathrop, and has this advantage over Mr. Lathrop, that he is 
familiar with the administration of the government and is deservedly 
as popular a Governor as we can ever expect to see in the chair of 
state. Governor Lincoln received the cordial support of the anti- 
masons last spring and what has he since done to forfeit their esteem 
and confidence? Nothing whatever, except his refusal to proscribe 
every member of the Masonic institution, whatever his talents, 
character or ability to promote the public weal. But the people of 
this State are not prepared for such a sweeping proscription of any 
class of citizens; much less to put down at the ballot box every tried 
and faithful public servant, who will not pledge his official influence 
to such indiscriminate proscription. 

The expediency if not the necessity, of redoubled efforts to bring 
out the voters at the comiag election, is very apparent, as upon the 
next election will depend in some measure the question, whether the 
antimasons will in future act as a distinct party in the election of 
Governor. I know not what better course could be adopted in this 
County, than for the Central Committee to address a circular to 
gentlemen in the several towns in the County, iu"ging them to take 
all proper measures to rally the electors to the polls, suggesting the 
importance of the election and the necessity of extraordinary exer- 
tions and appealing to their sense of duty as good citizens, etc. This 
circular might be addressed to such gentlemen as are known to be 
friendly to the election of Gov. L. by the Committee — or forwarded 
to me or some gentleman in the County, who would distribute them. 
If done, it should be done immediately. If this course should not 
be approved, I will use my exertions in any other way which may be 
thought advisable, and should be glad to hear from you as soon as 
possible. If you wish to send any circulars or other docvmients to 
me, you can send them from the U. S. Insurance Office in State St. 
every other day. Very Respectfully Your Obt. Servt., 

Wm. S. Hastings. 

From Asahel HuNirNGTON.* 

Salem, Oct. 29, 1831. 

Dear Sir, — I was in Boston yesterday, and intended to call on 
you, but other engagements prevented. I was present at our Con- 

' (1798-1870). Hist. Coll. Essex Institute, xi. 81. 
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vention the other day at Ipswich, and I thought from all I could 
gather, that there was a good spirit abroad in the Coiuity. We 
shall do our best here for Governor Lincoln. If the Anti-Masons 
make any calculations upon Mr. Lathrop's orthodoxy, I think the 
event will show them to be mistaken, at least, in this quarter; and 
I do not believe that in any part of the Commonwealth many ballots 
will be cast upon such considerations. As to the Antimasonic op- 
position, as such, I believe it will be nearly or quite neutralized by 
the increased activity of those who feel themselves most aggrieved 
by it. I mean, the Masons. The nomination of Lathrop has pro- 
duced a good deal of feeling among them, and they are determined 
that Governor Lincoln shall suffer no harm for the manly and hon- 
ourable course, which he has seen fit to pursue. While I have no 
doubt of a mostdedded trixunph,I would sayordo nothing to slacken 
exertion on the part of our friends. We shall give Lincoln a great 
vote in this Coimty. The election in the North District will bring 
out all the voters. The State Address is a capital one, and must pro- 
duce good effects. It ought to be published in every Republican 
newspaper in the Commonwealth. You may depend upon it, that 
Essex will do her duty. Yours, very respectfully, 

A. Huntington. 

From George Bliss. 

Speingiteu), Octo. 30th, 1831. 

Dear Sir, — I much regret that I did not see you on a hasty visit 
to Boston last week. I co\xld not anticipate the condition in which 
I find our election concerns now. Mr. Lathrop has withdrawn the 
letter of which I wrote to you, and given Dr. Phelps^ another more 
acceptable. And he declines now giving a copy of the first or letting 
it be seen. The last of covurse will not be published till it is too late 
to expose Mr. L. and publish the substance of the first. In this view 
of the subject, we have called a County meeting for Tuesday even- 
ing, to consider the propriety of publishing a state of facts, very early 
after which I trust the publick will be put in possession of the history 
of this affair, and if so it must and will be scattered to every comer 
of the State by handbills and the papers. I do not fear the result, 
if we can have time. In the meanwhile I think the papers ought to 
have no delicacy in stating such facts as they have. So far as I have 
them they are shortly these. Some weeks since Mr. L. was written 
to by the Anti-M. Com'ee to be a candidate, and he said he gave such 
an answer as he tho't wovild forbid his name being bro't before the 
A.M. Convention, and he expected to hear nothing further. 

' Abner Phelps (1779-1873). Historical Catalogue of Brown University, 541. 
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On the evening of the 12th when I wrote to you, Judge Morris 
came into my office, and introduced the subject and said Mr. L. 
called on him that afternoon, stated his situation and shewed him 
his answer to the invitation, asked his opinion of it, and Judge M. 
told him he had no objection to it except that he called Masonry a 
dangerous institution. Judge M. then volimtarily detailed to me the 
contents of the letter. It began by stating that the Committee had 
sent him all the resolutions of their meeting closing with therefore 
voted etc. that Hon. S. L. be nominated, that by that mode of ex- 
pression he supposed his nomination was on the basis of, or in con- 
sequence of the tenor of those resolutions and he felt called upon 
to express his opinion of them. As to Masonry it was weU known 
he had long been opposed to the institution, and tho't it a dangerous 
one — but he was equally opposed to Anti-Masonry, and reprobated 
the prescriptive course of its friends (giving his views more at large) 
and closing with "as Governor Lincoln has in his late letter very 
justly and most eloquently observed," then quoting two or three 
passages of that letter on this subject with approbation. As to 
Governor Lincoln's administration of the Government of the State, 
it met his entire approbation. As to the resolution approving the 
nomination of Mr. Wirt he could not assent to it, " Mr. Clay was his 
personal and poUtical friend, and whatever so humble an individual 
as he could do to promote his election would be cheerfully done." 
My impression is he spoke of the American system in terms of strong 
approbation, and perhaps alluded to other subjects closing with 
stating that if with the avowal of those sentiments, the Com'ee still 
determined to support him he felt it to be his duty to consent. So 
much for the contents of the letter. Judge M. further said he told 
Mr. L. he did not see how the Anti-M's could support him. Mr. L. 
replied, he did not think they could — or would, I cannot say which. 
Judge M. told him they would not dare to publish the letter. Mr. L. 
said he hoped they would, he wished it to be known, had no secret 
about it, and if not published it would not be withheld. Judge M. 
said it was to be sent immediately, and remarked that Mr. L. would 
finally be the Gov'r. I replied then another class of his friends unite 
in his support. Judge M. replied you mean his religious friends. 
Yes. I do not think so, says he. I know of no such concert or de- 
termination, and think if it existed I should have known it. The 
orthodox are fully satisfied with Gov. Lincoln, alluded to his strict 
regard for the Sabbath and religious institutions, his impartiality 
on subject of Cambridge College, etc., etc. I since learn that on 
the same day Mr. L. shewed that letter to three other gentlemen of 
the bar (our Court being in session) and to one of them offered to 
let him take a copy, which he declined, and Mr. L. said he might 
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have one any time. The letter was certainly mailed Thursday even- 
ing for Boston, and on Saturday of the week after Dr. Phelps came 
up in the Stage, was met here by a son of Mr. L. with his Chaise 
and taken to West Sp[ringfiel]d. I believe Dr. P. was also here a 
week before, but cannot learn certainly. But nothing was said or 
done about suppressing the letter till the past week after Dr. P. was 
last here. In meantime Mr. L. was over here, and conversed with 
some gentlemen about the letter and nomination, and said to the 
Editor of the Journal, he hoped nothing would be published about 
it till the Committee had an opportunity] to pubhsh it. Then 
came Dr. P. and the past week the Editor of the Republican called 
on Mr. L. for the letter which he declined giving, said he had with- 
drawn it and substituted another, more general, and as I understand 
not alluding to Governor L[incoln], Mr. Wirt, Clay, or the American 
system. Judge M. also says Mr. L. told him the same thing. Thus 
I find matters on reaching home. Mr. L. has written (as I believe) 
to each of the gentlemen to whom he shewed the letter, and we have 
written them also. Two of them decline to disclose but at personal 
interviews, we expect them at the meeting Tuesday. 

I have no doubt of the facts as I state them. I vouch for those 
I give as my own, but I cannot be responsible for exact language. 
All you may use, except about the orthodox support etc., but at 
present wish my name not used if it can be avoided — or Judge M's. 

Can you learn whether a double letter from West Sp[ringfiel]d 
was received at the Boston office on the evening of Friday the 14th? 

The mail is waiting and I must close. Yrs. truly, 

Geo. Bliss. 

From Samdel Metcalf McKay.' 

PiTTSFIELD, Oct. 30, 1831. 

Dear Sir, — I postponed an answer to your favour of the 22nd 
untn after I had been at our Coxmty Court where I spent one day 
and night. We have recently consoUdated the Argus of this place 
with the Journal of Lenox. The Editor is a decided National and 
is managing the paper well. I took it upon me to call a County 
Convention, over my own signature. We have been without 
Caucus nomination for a few years back xmtil the last Spring when 
I called the first. 

Our friends begin to feel the necessity of the old fashioned party 
organization, the last Convention was numerously attended, and 
yet I am unable to foretell the result. There is no tangible Anti- 
masonry or old Federalism in the Coimty, altho almost all the clergy 

' (1793-1834). See Smith, History of Pittsfield, 1800-1876, 404. 
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and the leading men in church affairs are anti-masons at heart. I 
find among our friends a few masons agrieved by Lincoln's letter. I 
do not believe they will go against him tho' they gnmible sadly. 

The great difficulty with us, is on the score of our expenditures. 
The Jacksonites so shamelessly charge upon us the squandering of 
the public money that the people half believe them. 

Yoior speech the last Spring on retrenchment was one of the best 
things that occurred during the canvass. It helped me much in this 
Town. The address from our County Convention is on the same 
plan this fall and will aid us. If we do not disabuse the people on 
this head they will vote against us. I hear little said of Lathrop and 
yet I shall not think it strange if Federalism, Anti-masonry and 
orthodoxy combined should get him a considerable vote. The 
nomination of Wirt, whose activity in some reUgious affairs has made 
him popular of late, with the zealous, will afford some support to 
Mr. L. I hope we shall give a good account of ourselves at the polls. 
"We will try." 

I have said more than I should from an apprehension that we 
are not safe and that the party ought, without fail, to make every 
exertion. 

By the way I have been told that in your paper you have para- 
graphed me as the only "anti-mason from Massachusetts who will 
go to Baltimore," etc. This was wrong. I regret to see that my early 
predictions upon anti-masonry are fast being realized, not that I 
feel any interest in, or desire that Masonry should be continued. I 
well recollect in a conversation with you some years since at Mr. 
Secretary Bangs house, I did not hesitate to say to you, that I saw 
in the disclosures of Masonic secrets, the elements of tremendous 
popidar excitement and that if the people once heard and believed 
them, the contagion would spread. It has done so. It will con- 
tinue to spread until the lodge-charters are surrendered. You will 
understand that any extensive excitement under our government, 
will be turned to political account if possible. While I have disap- 
proved of making anti-masonry an engine of political power, I have 
never concealed my opinion of its strength or efficiency. These are 
my views of anti-masonry in Massachusetts; where I see nothing 
which I would revolutionize. I ask no general reform or poUtical 
revolution, and desire no general excitement of the people for pohtical 
purposes. 

In New York I meet with a different state of things and I tell you 
frankly that if anti-masonry shall prostrate the regency there, (and 
their days are numbered) I shall rejoice at it. Nor do I believe 
that the slang phrase " jubelo" etc. "or cable tow," etc. is any less 
dignified than the hurras for Jackson were, by which Mr. Adams 
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was overthrown. I did not think to give you so full a confession of 
faith, but since it is written I hope you will excuse me. 

Send me any thing to aid the election of Lincoln and I will exert 
myself to meet your wishes. Meanwhile if I have made myself 
understood, you will perceive that I think we are not quite safe 
in the State. In this Coimty we have had a majority against you 
now for the two last years. I remain respectfully Your obedient 
Servant, 

S. M. McKay. 

From Samxtei, Bowles. 

SPEINGFIEtD, Nov. I, 183I. 

Dear Sm, — Yours of the 29th was received last evening, too late 
to answer by return mail. I am not certain whether you mean that 
the mere fact of Mr.Lathrop's withdrawal of his letter, or the contents 
of it, which you think ought to be known at once. But we are en- 
gaged in endeavoring to make known both facts; but are likely to be 
defeated in obtaining an abstract of the letter from either of the 
gentlemen who read it; he having written to each of them, request- 
ing them, as we suppose, not to do it. I will state you a few facts 
within my own personal knowledge. On the 17th Oct. I had a con- 
versation with Mr. Lathrop, in which he requested me to refrain 
for a few days, from speaking of the contents of his letter; adding 
that it would probably soon appear in the Boston Anti-Masonic 
paper; but if it did not, he would furnish a copy to be published here. 
The same language he held to those gentlemen who had read the 
letter. In this letter, it was said by those who saw it, he went even 
farther than Gov. Lincoln in condemning Masonry and Anti- 
Masonry, and said he should do all he could to promote the election 
of Henry Clay. On the 20th October I waited on Mr. L. and told 
him the friends of Governor Lincoln were concerned about his 
nomination, and wished to have his letter published here; the prompt 
publication of which I believed would satisfy them. My object was 
to obtain a copy for publication. But to my astonishment, he said 
it was withdrawn, and would not be published. He read me a short 
letter, which he said would be published as a substitute. He men- 
tioned some circumstances to me, in confidence, in relation to the 
withdrawal, and his acceptance of the nomination; but I do not 
deem them of much importance. I then ascertained from other 
sources that Dr. Abner Phelps had been at his house the Saturday 
previous; consequently was at no loss to account for the withdrawal 
of the letter and Mr. Lathrop's new position in the affair. He ap- 
peared confused, said he had no idea of being chosen, and hoped he 
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should not be voted for, said he was willing I should say, what he 
had declared to several gentlemen in Springfield, that he entirely 
approved of Governor Lincoln's letter to the Anti- Masonic com- 
mittee, and thought it one of the best things the Governor ever 
wrote. He also said I might publish that he was the friend of Henry 
Clay. 

Mr. Lathrop, in thus inconsistently throwing himself into the 
hands of a party opposed to Mr. Clay and Governor Lincoln, has 
caused no small indignation even among his old and best friends. 
A county meeting is called, to be held here this evening, to take some 
steps on the subject, the proceedings of which you will see in my 
next paper. I went to West Springfield and Westfield yesterday and 
conversed with Mr. Fowler and several other gentlemen; and hope 
we shall have a good meeting. We shall do what we can for Gov- 
ernor Lincoln and the National Republican cause. 

This letter, you understand, must not be published in its present 
shape, although you are at liberty to avail yourself of the facts con- 
tained in it, as you may think expedient.^ Would it not be better to 
let Mr. Lathrop pass as the unqualified candidate of the Anti- 
Masonic party, and not urge his sentiments in contradiction from 
that ground? Yours very respectfully, 

Samtjel Bowles. 

It is probable that Mr. Lathrop is disaffected towards Gov. 
Lincoln, in consequence of not getting the appointment of Sheriff 
of this county. 

From Thomas French. 

Canton, Nov'r 2, 1831. 

Dear Sir, — Your favour under date of 22nd postmark'd 26, 
was rec'd by me on the 29 Ult. Ill health prevented me from return- 
ing an answer by the next mail. There is a good spirit prevailing in 
this Coimty I have no doubt, and so far as regards Gov'r Lincoln, I 
feel confident of success, of the result of the Senatorial election noth- 
ing can be determined [with] certainty. The Anties in our vicinity, 
and [we] are cm-sed with a superabundance of them, will generally 
vote for Governor Lincoln; for Senators they will be divided. If the 
statement in your paper of today, concerning the management of 
Mr. Lathrop be correct, and his first letter to the Anties cannot be 
had, send to Springfield for the Deposition of the gentleman to whom 
you refer, and let that be publish'd, and draw upon me for any 
reasonable proportion of the expense, "There is something rotten 

' See Boston Daily Advertiser, November 7, 1831. 
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in the state of Denmark" and we shall depend upon the Central 
Committee to bring to light this nefarious business. I am Sir very 
respectfvdly your obt. Servt., 

T. French. 

From George Lunt.' 

NEWBUinnpoRT, 3 Nov'r, 1831. 

Dear Sir, — Yours came to hand in due season: it arrived how- 
ever at a moment when I was very busily occupied upon matters 
connected with the political condition of the Coimty; and these, 
together with other affairs of similar moment have so engrossed my 
leisure since, as to afford some sort of apology for not answering yours 
in better season. Excuse me, therefore, and believe that my neglect 
was not occasioned by want of interest in the matter at stake, or 
because I had not in fact reflected upon it for some time with a great 
deal of anxiety. But Mr. Lincoln has nothing to fear in our County. 
It is beyond question that Mr. Lathrop will get here something of 
a vote; the Antimasons, of course, many of the old Federalists, and 
I shovild not be surprised if the situation of our Congressional affairs 
shoiild in some degree influence the vote in Newburyport and its im- 
mediate vicinity, against the Governor — why, it would perhaps 
be diflScult enough precisely to settle — but they have heard that 
the Governor holds Gushing ^ in just dislike; and some of them are so 
violent and unreasonable that they would not spare a dog which had 
barked at Cushing's heels. This amiable spirit, however, I am happy 
to say, does not prevail to any considerable extent, and probably, 
indeed I may say, certainly, will influence only those, who are under 
the dominion already of other hostile feelings sufficient to accotmt 
for their opposition. There is, you may rest assured, no doubt of a 
fair majority for Mr. Lincoln in Essex; and you may rest equally 
assured that his friends will by no means be backward in zeal, hearti- 
ness, activity and resolution. 

Wishing all success to the cause, I remain, dear sir, Resp'y and 
truly yours, 

George Ltjnt. 

From George Lunt. 

Newburyport, s Nov'r, 1831. 

Dear Sir, — Your packages came safe to hand last ev'g, and I 
have taken care to see the papers distributed with our paper of this 

I (1803-1885). 

' Caleb Gushing (1800-1879), a* this time in Europe. 
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morning, so that they will have the best possible circulation. No 
doubt they will do good. 

I write you a word now, however, to ask (almost to claim) a 
favor, which if granted will unquestionably be attended with highly 
beneficial effects upon us and the general good, and which can be 
productive of not the slightest loss to you. It is that you take into 
the Patriot columns the "Address," published in this day's Newbury 
Port Advertiser, of our meeting at Andover.' Here is the state of the 
case. Gushing has lost the two last times. His cause is no doubt 
declining. Kittredge has gained handsomely upon him. He will no 
doubt either outstrip or at least come very near him this time. But 
we need everything which can be had to encourage us and to bring 
out our really effective forces. If we could secure all the new voters 
who will imquestionably come out this time (I mean those who 
have not been yet much interested in our Congressional affairs but 
who count upon voting for Governor) Dr. Kittredge would be 
elected at the coming ballot. But to effect a handsome relative gain 
for him this time will settle the matter decisively and (what you will 
consider of no little consequence) this is the only way in which the 
breach of the National Republican party in our district ever can be 
repaired. Otherwise they must continue and moreover will con- 
tinue to fight, tmtil in all probability they dwindle in the Jackson 
ranks. Help us then to remedy the difficulty by the only means in 
our power. We are springing to the work. Any external influence, 
of the kind I ask from you will no doubt have much effect in suitably 
impressing many people who have heretofore voted for Gushing, 
but who are tired of his contest and only want some such new motive 
or impulse to induce them to vote for Klittredge. The merest straw 
will often turn such people but seeing the Address in your paper 
would have much effect. It would also, unquestionably, sway the 
minds of many who have not yet voted on the question. If the aid 
of the Boston papers had originally been afforded us, we shouldnot 
now be struggling as we are — and really it was and is a matter in 
which they are as much interested as we are and which they should 
have discussed as freely. 

I pray you to insert the Address, etc., as I request. It will advance 
our prospects. It can do yoiir establishment no sort of injury, tout 
au contraire, much good always comes from doing what we ought 
to do — excuse my plainness, and believe me, my dear Sir, Resp'y 
and truly yours, 

George Lunt. 

1 It was republished in the Boston Patriot, NovemBer 8, 1831. 
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From George Bliss. 

Springfield, Nov'r 6th, 1831. 

Dear Sir* — Your favor of the 4th came to hand last evening, 
and by same stage two packages of Extra Patriot which wUl be 
used to good account. I am obliged to go by stage this evening to 
Berkshire, and will leave them in good hands, taking a part. You 
are doubtless in possession of the proceedings of our meeting, which 
I trust will at last quiet Dr. Phelps' intended attack on me. But to 
put the matter beyond question, you are at liberty to say, that Mr. 
Lathrop was in town Friday, when Judge Morris, who is his privy 
counsellor, told him he had been informed that he, (Mr. Lathrop) 
had said, the facts stated in the Patriot were not correct. Mr. L. 
distinctly denied having disapproved of that statement and I under- 
stood agreed to their accuracy. I have no objection to your giving 
up my name. I think Dr. P. will not be able to use it for his purposes. 
And I cannot believe you will want further evidence. If you do, in 
my absence, please address Mr. Willard or John Howard or George 
Ashmun Esq. The latter drew up the Report of our meeting. I 
shall return in three days. I think some of the orthodox friends of 
Mr. L. who are not Anti-masons will vote for him, tho' there is no 
concert among them here as a party. Yours truly, 

Geo. Bliss. 

I made the same statement at the meeting, as I wrote you, and 
that letter is here called mine. 

From Nathan Brooks.' 

Concord, Nov. loth, 1831. 

Dear Sir, — I have no fear of Middlesex, if we can only bring 
the friends of the Administration to the poles. To effect this, an 
agent has been sent through the South and West parts of the County, 
who will be much aided by the extra sheets, which you had the good- 
ness to forward to me. I had a consultation last evening with Mr. 
Vamtun, who says he will take hold in good earnest and do what he 
can. I furnished him with about 200 of your sheets, which I had 
remaining. Should have earlier sent a larger portion to him had I 
not supposed, from your first line to me, that he had been furnished. 
We intend printed votes shall be sent to most of the towns. 

Personally I cannot do much, having been confined, for the last 
week, by indisposition. Respectfully your obt. Servt., 

N. Brooks. 
1 (1785-1863). 
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From Solomon Lincoln, Jr. 

HlNGHAM, Nov. II, 1831. 

My dear Sir, — We are doing all that honest and honorable men 
can to sustain Governor Lincoln. We hope to save something from 
the Anti-Masonic ranks for the support of the National Cause, so 
far as relates to Governor. The charge against the Anti-Masons of 
combining with Jackson-men has been resented by the former; 
with how much propriety you may learn from the fact that printed 
tickets have been distributed in this County bearing the names of 
Morton ' and Mills * for Governor and Lieutenant Governor, and 
Lazell' and Turner^ for Senators; and also upon the same sheet are 
printed tickets containing the names of Lincoln and Winthrop ' for 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor, and Lazell and Turner for 
Senators — the object being evidently to offer a temptation to the 
Jacksonians to abandon their ticket for Senators, for the sake of 
Morton, and to deceive the friends of Governor Lincoln and the 
National Republican cause. Ova paper has gone to press, and I wish 
you to expose so much of this trick as you may think expedient in 
tomorrow's paper for the benefit of the cause in this coimty. 

I will try to send you our votes on Monday by the Plymouth stage. 
We shall do all we can here — probably give Lincoln his usual ma- 
jority — although all parties will have [to] give increased votes. I 
suppose we shall send three representatives, two of whom will be 
right and one like Case and Whittemore.^ It may however be other- 
wise. Sdtuate will send three our [or?] four representatives. The 
friends of Governor Lincoln there are awake and have just taken 
from our office printed votes for Representatives. 

Dr. Gushing Otis 
Edward F. Jacobs Esq. 
Peleg Jenkins Esq. 
Paul Bailey Esq. all true. 

I think they will send the three first although J. B. Turner's friends 
are straining every nerve.' Yours truly, 

Solomon Lincoln, Jr. 

So much in haste that I have begun my letter on the wrong side 
of the paper. 

1 Maxcus Morton. ' John Mills. 

s Nathan Lazell, Jr. « John B. Turner. 

' Thomas Lindall Winthrop. 

' The representatives chosen from Hingham were Thomas Loring, Marshall 
Lincoln, and Nicholas B. Whitney. 
' The first three names were returned. 
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From Joseph Lyman. 

Northampton, Nov. nth, 1831. 

Dear Sm, — I did not receive yours of the 24th ult. until the last 
evening. I have been absent from this place attending the Tariff 
Convention in New York. Your letter was received by Mrs. Ljrman 
on the 26th ult. and she forwarded the same by private conveyance 
to me in New York. She paid no attention to the place of its date and 
informed me on my return that Mr. Davis of Worcester meaning the 
Hon. John Davis had written me a letter upon the subject of the 
pending election and that she had enclosed the same to me by Mr. 
Butler of New York thinking it proper that I should soimd the alarm 
among the Delegates from Massachusetts there assembled. Mr. 
Butler did not deliver the letter to me as he was detained in Hartford 
on his way, but forwarded the same to me here the last evening — 
immediately on my return I wrote Mr. Davis of Worcester pledging 
myself to do everything in my power. 

We have little to fear from Anti-Masons in this little Coimty; 
but much from a religious party or rather irreligious party calling 
themselves orthodox, and it will not be surprising if the Anti- 
Masonic Candidate should obtain as many votes as were cast for 
Heman Lincoln the last Spring, tho' the most intelligent of the 
Orthodox have expressed an opinion to me that Mr. Lathrop has 
demolished himself — they however will not be very active in setting 
their Brethren right. 

I have received communications from Hampden and Franklin Coun- 
ties favourable to our hopes and wishes. I am respectfully Your friend, 

Joseph Lyman. 

JosiAH QuiNCY, Jr. xo Ezra Davis. 

27 State Street, 16. May, 1837. 
My dear Sir, — An instalment on your French claim became due 
yesterday and is payable at the Merchants Bank. The money as 
you are aware was imported in gold and silver at a loss of some 12 
per cent to the owners. And they now refuse to pay it over in any 
thing except what in their own phraseology is called "Rag money." 
I imderstand that some of the claimants refuse to receive it and 
protest their certificates. What course shall I pursue? Shall I take 
it or not in paper? If I take it have you any wish as it regards the 
nature of the investment you wish made? The times are so out of 
joint that I shall be happy to have the advice or directions of one 
who has had so much more experience in bad times than I have. I 
am very truly and respectfully, 

JosiAH QumcY, Jr. 



